
Licensing Committee Agenda 

HEARING TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FOR A NEW PRESMISES LICENCE 

This meeting will consider only licensing matters delegated under the Licensing Act 2003 

22nd June 2026 at 10am 

Remote Meeting 

MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE INVITED TO ATTEND HEARING 

Councillor A. Thompson (Chair) 

and Councillors H. Clark, A. Davidson and S. Shah 

Local people are welcome to attend this meeting remotely, where your elected  
Councillors take decisions affecting YOU and your City. If you would like to find 

out more, please telephone 
the Democracy Team on Chelmsford (01245) 606440 or 

email committees@chelmsford.gov.uk  
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 AGENDA 

1. Apologies for Absence

2. Declaration of Interests

All Members are reminded that they must disclose any interests they know they
have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and that they must do so at
this point on the agenda or as soon as they become aware of the interest. If the
interest is a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest they are also obliged to notify the
Monitoring Officer within 28 days of the meeting.

3. Minutes

To consider the minutes of the meeting on 1st June 2026.

4. Licensing Act 2003 – Application for a Premises Licence: 6 The
Green, Writtle, Chelmsford, CM1 3DU
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MINUTES 
 

of the  
 

LICENSING COMMITTEE HEARING 
 

held on 1st June 2026 at 11am 
 

Present: 
 

Councillor A. Thompson (Chair of Hearing) 
 

Councillors H. Clark, R. Lee and S. Shah 

1. Apologies for Absence 
 

 No apologies for absence were received. 
 

2. Declaration of Interests 
 

 All Members were reminded to declare any interests where appropriate in any items 
of business on the meeting’s agenda. None were made. 
 

3. Minutes 

 The minutes of the hearing held on 27th April 2026 were approved as a correct 
record. 
 

4. Licensing Act 2003 – Application for a New Premises Licence – 212 Watchouse 
Road, Galleywood, Chelmsford, CM2 8NF 
 

 The Committee considered an application for a new premises licence made under 
Section 17 of the Licensing Act 2003 and had regard to the representations made 
during the consultation period. These related to the promotion of the below Licensing 
objectives. 
 

a) The prevention of crime and disorder 
b) Public safety 
c) The prevention of public nuisance 
d) The protection of children from harm 

 
The Committee were informed that the application had sought permission for the 
sale of alcohol, Monday’s to Saturday’s between 07:00 and 23:00 and between 
08:00 and 22:00 on Sunday’s.  
 
It was noted by the Committee that there were three options namely; 
 

- Grant the application, on the terms and conditions applied for. 
- Grant the application, on the terms and conditions applied for, modified 

to such extent as considered appropriate to promote the licensing 
objectives. 
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- Refuse the application in whole or in part. 
 
The below parties attended and took part in the hearing: 
 

- Applicant – Legal Representative and Designated Premises Supervisor  
- Galleywood Parish Council representative 
- Members of the public who had objected to the application 

 
 Officers informed the Committee that in response to the application, 15 

representations had been received from members of the public and one from 
Galleywood Parish Council, stating that the application did not promote the Licensing 
Objectives. No representations had been received from Responsible Authorities, 
including Essex Police. 
 

 The applicant’s representative gave an overview of their application to the 
Committee, summarising that the applicant was well qualified with the appropriate 
personal licence, had experience running similar premises and that the location had 
previously been granted a premises licence, which had since lapsed. They stated 
that the store would be for the community and that there was no reason why alcohol 
sales should not be included as part of the service, which would also include parcel 
collections, bill payments alongside other services. They highlighted the Section 182 
guidance, which encouraged the support of new businesses and highlighted the 
economic and community benefits of the new store. The Committee also heard that 
the four licensing objectives would be promoted, with steps detailed in the operating 
schedule as part of the application. They also highlighted that no representations 
had been received from responsible authorities, including the police and that suitable 
conditions had been proposed, including the Challenge 25 system and the use of 
CCTV. The Committee also heard that the owners would actively seek to prevent 
public nuisance, by regularly checking the outside of the premises and with signage 
asking customers to leave the premises quietly, along with deliveries only occurring 
during the daytime hours. They also highlighted that despite being raised in the 
public objections, there was no evidence to demonstrate public nuisance and the 
hours applied for were suitable for the area.  
 

 The Committee heard from the representative for Galleywood Parish Council and 
some of the members of the public who had objected to the application. They 
highlighted concerns in their representations including, the shop not being currently 
open hence the lack of complaints regarding noise and impact on residents, the 
previous licence never being used, a lack of need for the store, the quiet area with 
families living in it, the previous shop shutting at 5pm, litter concerns, and a lack of 
engagement with residents from the applicant. The Committee also heard that the 
blue signage advertising the application had not been visible for the full 28 days due 
to building work, and that the building works had not complied with noise regulations.  
 

 In response to the points raised by those objecting to the application and questions 
from the Committee, it was confirmed by the applicant that: 
 

- They were happy for alcohol sales to cease at 10pm instead of 11pm, in line 
with the planning permission for the site. 

- The consumption of alcohol directly outside the premises would not be 
tolerated and staff would keep the area directly outside the store clean on a 
daily basis. 
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- They were happy to engage with neighbours and to listen to their views. 
- The issue of need was not relevant for a licensing application and that their 

application should be judged on it’s own merits, rather than against matters 
that were not relevant within Licensing legislation.  

-  
 The Committee thanked the attendees and officers for their input and advised that 

the decision would be made during the deliberation after the meeting. It was noted 
that due to the remote nature of the meeting, the decision would be circulated to all 
parties within a few working days via email. 
 

 The Committee gave careful consideration to this application for a premises licence 
and to all relevant representations both written and as expanded on in the course of 
the hearing. In addition, the Committee had due regard to the statutory guidance 
issued by the Secretary of State under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 and to 
the Council’s own Licensing Policy.  
 

  
RESOLVED that the Director of Sustainable Communities be authorised to grant 

the application on the terms applied for together with the conditions as agreed by 

the applicant with Essex Police SUBJECT to the limitation(s) set out below.   

 

Limitation(s)  

 

Notwithstanding the licensing hours applied for, the sale of alcohol shall only be 

permitted to take place between 07:00 hours and 22:00 hours Mondays to 

Sundays.  

 

Reasons for decision  

 

1. In reaching its decision the Committee gave careful consideration to the 

application including (i) the case put forward by the applicant at the hearing 

and (ii) the representations (all of which were objections to the application) 

which had been made in writing by the Galleywood Parish Council and local 

residents. Several of these objections had been amplified and expanded on 

at the hearing by the persons attending the hearing.  

2. The Committee also had due regard to the statutory guidance issued by the 

Secretary of State under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 and to the 

Council’s own Licensing Policy.  
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3. In determining the application, the Committee was mindful of the 

fundamental requirement (as set out in paragraph 9.43 of the section 182 

guidance and reiterated by case law) that any determination made by it had 

to be evidence based and justified as being appropriate for the promotion of 

the licensing objectives. 

 

4. The Committee gave due weight (as it was bound to do so) to the fact that 

none of the responsible authorities (which included Essex Police and the 

Council’s Environmental Health department) had objected to the application.  

 

5. The section 182 guidance emphasised (at paragraphs 2.1 and 9.12) that 

licensing authorities should look to the police as the main source of advice 

on crime and disorder. Essex Police had in fact, signified that they had no 

issues or concerns with the grant of the licence provided that certain 

conditions sought by them (e.g. in relation to the provision of CCTV) and 

agreed by the applicant were attached to the licence. The Committee was 

also bound to have regard the advice contained within paragraph 10.15 of 

the guidance – namely that shops, stores and supermarkets should 

normally be free to sell alcohol for consumption off the premises at any 

times when the retail outlet is open for shopping unless there are good 

reasons, based on the licensing objectives, for restricting those hours.  

 

6. The Committee recognised and accepted that local residents who had 

objected to the application held strong and genuine concerns about the sale 

of alcohol of alcohol for consumption off the premises taking place at this 

location and especially in the early morning and late at night. In summary, 

they feared that such activity would give rise to anti-social behaviour (e.g. 

noise and disturbance to residents), issues with individuals drinking in the 

vicinity and becoming intoxicated, littering, and would also potentially put 

children attending the nearby primary school and secondary school at risk. 

The view had been expressed that an off licence/convenience store in this 

part of Galleywood was inappropriate, being out of character for a quiet 

residential village area. Furthermore, there were already well established 

retail outlets in Galleywood selling alcohol and objectors queried the need 
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for another outlet. Concerns had also been expressed regarding potential 

disturbance from deliveries and waste collection and the adequacy of 

parking for patrons. Objectors would prefer that the premises be put to an 

alternative use.  

 

7. However, the Committee could only determine the application within the 

relatively narrow constraints of Licensing Act 2003 regime. Indeed, by virtue 

of regulation 19 of the Licensing Act 2003 (Hearings) Regulations 2005 the 

Committee was expressly directed to disregard any matters raised in 

representations which did not relate to any of the four licensing objectives.  

 

8. Objectors had made reference to the fact that there were already other retail 

outlets in the area licensed to sell alcohol for consumption off the premises 

and questioned the need for another off licence outlet in the area. However, 

by law the Committee could not take need (or the lack of it) into account 

when determining the application.  

 

9. This is because the issue of whether there is sufficient demand within a 

particular locality to support another licenced premises, or whether the 

community’s interests would be better if the application premises were put to 

a different use, are matters which do not relate to any of the licensing 

objectives.   

 

10. Furthermore, the Committee had no statutory remit or control whatsoever 

over the opening hours of retail outlets insofar as the sale of non-alcoholic 

beverages or other products (e.g. food, household items, clothing etc) was 

concerned. Provided that the use of the premises for  retail activity was 

lawful under planning law (and subject to there not being any planning 

conditions restricting opening times) there was nothing to prevent the 

proprietor of a retail outlet opening 24/7 for the sale of non-alcohol products.  

Likewise, the Committee had no power to regulate deliveries to retail 

premises of non-alcoholic products. The possibility that noise or other 

nuisance could arise from the carrying on of non-licensable activities in 

connection with the operation of a retail business could not, of course, be 
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ruled out. However, if such problems were to arise they would fall to be 

reported to the relevant Council Service and dealt with under a separate 

regulatory enforcement regime e.g. the Environmental Protection Act 1990 

or the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014.  

 

11. The Committee also considered that the applicant had demonstrated within 

their operating schedule and in the course of the hearing that they had 

experience of selling alcohol from retail outlets and on the face of it were 

committed to having in place management controls (including training 

programmes for retail staff) to ensure, so far as possible, that 

notwithstanding schools being located nearby, no underage purchases of 

alcohol would take place. The Committee was bound to give considerable 

weight to the fact that neither the police nor the relevant child protection 

authority had voiced any concerns in this regard.   

 

12. In addition, the Committee also took into account its local knowledge of the 

application site and surrounding area. The Committee noted that the 

application premises were located in close proximity to a number of 

residential properties and also opposite a green. Whilst the Committee had 

no control over the opening hours of the premises for the sale of non-

alcoholic items, based on its local knowledge of the area the Committee did 

harbour some concerns about the potential for the noise disturbance if the 

premises were permitted to sell alcohol beyond 22:00 hours in the evening. 

To this end, the applicant, in the course of the hearing, had intimated that 

she would be willing to cut back on the hours applied for by bringing forward 

the end time for sales of alcohol to 22:00 hours (i.e. from the originally 

applied for end time of 23:00 Mondays to Saturdays). Whilst a separate 

statutory regime, it was noted that this would bring the end time for sale of 

alcohol in line with the planning condition relating to the premises - which 

required the convenience store to shut by 22:00 hours in the interests of the 

amenity of local residents.  
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Informatives  

 

1) The Committee noted the applicant’s assurance (given in the course of the 

hearing) that she would seek to build up a good working relationship wither local 

community.   The Committee expects the applicant to use her best endeavours to 

work constructively with local residents, including listening to and engaging with 

any legitimate concerns, so as to ensure (so far as it in her ability to do so) that the 

operation of the premises as a convenience store selling alcohol between the 

hours of 07:00 and 22:00 does not give rise to problems of anti-social behaviour, 

including noise nuisance.  

 

2) The applicant is encouraged to ensure that there are regular litter sweeps of the 

frontage of the premises and that bins are regularly emptied out.   

 

3) The applicant is encouraged to ensure, in line with assurance given by their 

representative in the course of the hearing, that deliveries to the premises take 

place between 08:00 hours and 18:00 hours.  

 

4) The applicant is advised to ensure  – and where appropriate confirm with the 

relevant authorities - that the rear access to the premises is compliant with all 

applicable fire regulations and building control legislation. The Committee has 

raised this Informative as it was asserted by one of the objectors in the course of 

the hearing (albeit not mentioned within any of the written representations or 

verified at the hearing) that works involving relocation of the ground floor WC had 

blocked the access to the rear fire exit.  

 

5) The parties are advised that if, subsequent to the grant of the licence, there is 

evidence that the operation of the premises for the sale of alcohol is undermining 

one or more of the licensing objectives then the licence can be referred to the 

Committee for review. On review of the licence, and subject to Committee being of 

the view that the concerns are evidence based, the Committee may impose further 

conditions on the licence and/or cut back on its scope. In serious cases the 

Committee can revoke the licence. If local residents consider that the licensing 

objectives are being undermined (e.g. the sale of alcohol is resulting in anti-social 
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behaviour (e.g. noise nuisance or other disturbance) in the immediate vicinity of 

the premises, then they should report such concerns to the appropriate authority 

e.g. the Council’s Environment Health / Community Protection team in the case of 

noise nuisance, or the police in the case of crime. It should be noted, however, that 

the Licensing Committee can only take into account public nuisance or other anti-

social behaviour, or crime, etc which can be shown to be linked to the sale of 

alcohol from the premises.  

 

 

 
 

 

            The meeting closed at 10.40am 
                                                                                                                          Chair  
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Chelmsford City Council Licensing Committee 

DATE: 22nd June 2026 
 

LICENSING ACT 2003 – APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES 
LICENCE: 6 THE GREEN, WRITTLE, CHELMSFORD, CM1 
3DU 

Report by: Director of Sustainable Communities 
 

Officer Contact:  
Simon Parnham, Licensing Officer, Simon.Parnham@chelmsford.gov.uk, 01245 606727 

 

Purpose 
 
The purpose of this report is for Members to consider an application made by NJIW 
LTD under section 17 of the Licensing Act 2003 for the grant of a premises licence in respect 
of 6 The Green, Writtle, Chelmsford, CM1 3DU, having regard to the representations 
received and the requirement to promote the four licensing objectives. These are: 
 
a) The prevention of crime and disorder 
b) Public Safety 
c) The prevention of public nuisance 
d) The protection of children from harm 

 

Recommendations 
 

Where relevant representations have been received, Members must take such steps as they 

consider appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives. The available options are.  

1. to grant the licence subject to conditions consistent with the operating schedule, 
modified to such extent as the authority considers appropriate,  

2. to exclude from the scope of the licence any of the licensable activities to which the 
application relates,  

3. to refuse to specify a person in the application as the designated premises 
supervisor, and  

4. to reject the application. 

Any party aggrieved by the decision of the Licensing Committee may appeal to the 

Magistrates’ Court within 21 days of notification of the decision. 

mailto:Simon.Parnham@chelmsford.gov.uk
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1.  Background and Introduction 
 

1.1 The premises is located along The Green Road and is surrounded by some 
residential properties and other businesses. A map is provided as Appendix 
A for reference. 

  

2. Application 
 
2.1 The application has been properly given in accordance with The Licensing Act 

2003 and all procedures correctly followed. The completed application form is 
attached as Appendix B  

 
2.2      The application form for the premises licence was received on the 1st May 2026, 

and correctly advertised by placing blue public notices at the premises, by 
publication in a local paper and on Chelmsford City Council’s website. 

 
2.3  The application seeks authorisation for the Sale by retail of Alcohol on Monday 

to Friday 08:00 to 20:00, Saturday 07:00 to 20:00 and Sunday 10:00 to 16:00. 
Plans of the premises have also been submitted and are attached as Appendix 
C. 

 
 

2.4  Neil Walker is the proposed designated premises supervisor and holds a 
personal licence issued by Chelmsford City Council. 

 
2.5 Members are asked to note that as this report is available in the public 

domain, personal details have been redacted from some documents.  
However, both the Authority and the applicant have received complete copies 
of all documents. 

 

3.  Representations  
 
3.1 During the course of the application, Chelmsford City Council, in line with the 

Act, sent a copy of the application to all responsible authorities. 
 
3.2 During the consultation period, Four (4) representations objecting to the 

application were received. One representation was submitted by the Parish 
Council. Copies of the representations are attached as Appendix D.  
 

3.3 No representations were received from responsible authorities. Essex Police 
confirmed that they had no objection to the application following agreement of 
conditions with the applicant. Essex County Fire and Rescue Service also 
confirmed that they had no objection following review of the plans submitted. 

 
 

4. Conclusion 

 
4.1 Members are reminded to determine the application with regard to the 

Licensing Act 2003, the statutory guidance issued under section 182 of the 
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Act, the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy, and the representations 
made. 
 

4.2 Members are reminded that, in determining the application, the Committee 
should only have regard to  matters relevant to the promotion of one or more 
of the four licensing objectives. Matters relating solely to planning, parking, 
traffic management, highway safety, land use or commercial competition are 
generally outside the scope of the Licensing Act 2003 unless a clear 
connection to a licensing objective has been demonstrated. 

 
4.2  The application has been properly given in accordance with the Licensing Act 

2003 and all procedures correctly followed. 
 
4.3  At the conclusion of this hearing, members are advised to consider the 

options set out in the recommendations section at the beginning of this report.        
            

Appendices: 
 

• Appendix A – Map 

• Appendix B -  Premises Licence Application 

• Appendix C – Plans 

• Appendix D – Representations 

Background reading: 

Application held by licensing authority  

 

 

Corporate Implications 
 

Legal/Constitutional: The Licensing Committee is acting in accordance with its 

powers under the Licensing Act 2003 and the Council’s Constitution. The hearing 

has been convened in compliance with statutory procedures. Any party to the 

proceedings has the right to appeal the decision to the Magistrates’ Court within 21 

days of formal notification. 

Financial: There are no direct financial implications arising from the determination of 

this application. However, the outcome may have an indirect impact on local 

economic activity and business rates. 

Potential impact on climate change and the environment: No specific 

implications relating to climate change or the environment have been identified 

arising directly from this report 

Contribution toward achieving a net zero carbon position by 2030: The decision 

on this application is not expected to directly influence the Council’s net zero carbon 

target. Sustainable operating practices by the applicant may indirectly support 

environmental objectives. 
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Personnel: There are no personnel implications associated with this report. 

Licensing staff have processed the application as part of their normal duties. 

Risk Management: The Licensing Committee must ensure that its decision is made 

in accordance with the Licensing Act 2003, relevant statutory guidance, and the 

Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy. This minimises the risk of legal challenge by 

way of appeal or judicial review. 

Equality and Diversity: The application has been considered in line with the 

Council’s duties under the Equality Act 2010. No equality or diversity concerns have 

been identified at this stage. 

Health and Safety: There are no direct health and safety implications from this 

report. However, public safety is a core licensing objective that must be considered 

in determining the application. 

Digital: None. 

Other: None. 

 

Consultees:  

 

As required by the Licensing Act 2003 
 

Relevant Policies and Strategies:  

Statement of Licensing Policy 
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6 THE GREEN
APPENDIX C



CHANGES TO CURRENT LAYOUT

1.  LIMITED CHANGES TO CURRENT INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL AREAs. 

2.  INTERNALLY THE OFFICES WILL BE REMOVED.

3. GARAGE/COURTYARD OUTSIDE WILL BECOME AN OUTDOOR SITTED AREA WITH OUTLINE SHOWN BELOW.



6 The Green WRITTLE FUTURE LAYOUT

*The Counter  MAYBE MOVED to inFRONT OF OFFICE /FOOD PREP AREA

DEPENDING ON WHAT WE CAN BOUGHT

1. CUSTOMERS WILL BE ABLE TO CONSUME ALCOHOL IN THE  SEATING AREA AND OUTSIDE .



TWO EXITS WILL BE KEPT

1. ESACPE ROUTES WILL BE VIA THE EXITS.



Representations     APPENDIX D 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

Re: Licensing Application for 6 The Green, Writtle, CM1 3DU 

I am writing to you regarding the above licensing application. 

I wish to make a representation against the proposed opening hours of 6 The Green, trading as The English 
Vine. 

a) I object to the premises being open for business until 8pm six days a week

b) I object to the premises opening at 7am on Saturdays

c) I object to the proposal of having an outside seating area at the rear of the premises for customers of The
English Vine. The noise from which would...[REDACTED]

In addition, I feel that the location of this proposed "modern third space" and "multi-functional village hub", 
requires serious consideration on many levels. 

No 6 The Green is located directly opposite a slip road. This road leads to the busy Village Car Park. It is also 
the main access to all the properties around that side of Writtle Green. Including the Church and Christian 
Center, The Reform Church and Public Library. Therefore, this is a junction is in almost constant use. 

Deliveries to No. 6 , and customers stopping, on double yellow lines, to 'pop in' and purchase a bottle of wine 
or food from the deli, will obviously create an obstruction, seriously disrupting the traffic flow through the 
village. A situation which will only exacerbate on going traffic issues caused by deliveries to the other 
businesses along this side of the Green. 

Not the least of my concerns is access……. Which is already compromised by the volume and speed of the 
traffic driving through the village. Drivers quickly become impatient when I'm reversing into my drive, often 
becoming abusive, gesticulating and swearing. Which can be extremely distressing.  

with The English Vine proposing to stay open until 8pm, six days a week there is bound to be an increase in 
footfall, plus an increase in cars and taxis stopping to collect customers from outside the premises. Further 
impacting access to my drive. 

Increasingly, drivers have a total disregard for parking restrictions i.e. Double Yellow Lines, which run virtually 
the whole length of The Green, and accordingly in front of No 6.  

In addition, people coming to enjoy the existing licensed restaurants, pubs, and cafe, get frustrated by the 
limited availability of parking facilities in the village and often park irresponsibly. 

This area is a residential village green. As such, business owners who derive their income from customers who 
are as attracted by this beautiful location as they are their particular ambiance and cuisine, should respect the 
quality of life of the residents surrounding this unique area. 

Yours sincerely 

(1)
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Hi 

In that case- with regard to The Prevention of Public Nuisance, we object to the approval of a premises licence 
on the grounds of outside seating …………. 

Also with regard to The Prevention of Public Nuisance, we also object to the approval of a premises licence if a 
music licence is being sought. 

Kind regards 

(2) 

Good morning,  

Under the residents respect rule, I would like to oppose the following against No 6 The Green. 

Drinks Licence - A drinks licence is already issued (in the area), so would increases noise levels from both 
sides. 

Opening hours-  

Monday to Friday 08:00- 8pm 

Sat O700 hrs - 8pm 

Sun 10am- 6pm. 

7-8am opening hours until 8pm will increase the following:

Noise levels 

Further traffic problems, as cars already park inconsiderately on pathways and village green to use English 
wine Deli.  

This is already a problem with Olio on the Green restaurant . 

Additional delivery and commercial services that will be required which will cause noise, and further traffic 
problems. 

Parking is already limited and village car parking is often over flowing during peak times, especially Friday - 
Sunday. 

Increase vermin problem, and increase danger to wildlife close to the village pond. 

Please could you acknowledge this email. 

Regards, 

(3)
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Writtle Parish Council 

Please can you accept the following as a representation from the parish council – 

The licence application from NJIW Limited for 6 The Green was considered.  The application for a licence at the 
premises on the Green was welcomed.  Overall, the councillors did not object to the principal of the proposal.   
However, they objected to the hours of sale or supply of alcohol from 8:00 – 20:00.  It was felt that the early 
sale and consumption of alcohol could lead to public nuisance behaviour.  It was proposed that the hours for 
the sale and supply of alcohol should be in line with other licenced businesses around the Green (pubs and 
restaurants), as discussed previously this was 10:00 start.  We have no objection to the end time the applicant 
has requested.  We have no objection to the requested times the premises will be open.   

Regards 

(4) 

END 
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