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1 Introduction

Essex County Council’s Historic Environment Management Team was commissioned by
Chelmsford Borough Council Planning Service to undertake an assessment of public
consultation responses to Chelmsford Borough Council’s Sites Allocations Development Plan
Document (SADPD) Protected Lanes. The work comprised an initial evaluation of each of the
public consultation responses against the results of the original Protected Lanes assessment
(ECC, 2009) and the preparation of a written response where appropriate. Where necessary,
field assessment was undertaken in order to clarify the reasons for the original scoring of
existing Protected Lanes and candidate Protected Lanes within the SADPD. In addition, field
assessment was undertaken of a single new candidate Protected Lane, which had been
suggested within the public responses to the SADPD. The results of re-assessment and
assessment of the new candidate lane are presented in this document. The Protected Lanes
criteria and Scoring system that was used during the original Protected Lanes assessment, and
which was utilised for the re-assessment and assessment of the new candidate lane, are

included in the original Protected Lanes report (ECC, 2009).
2 Background

In 2009, Essex County Council’'s Historic Environment Management Team was commissioned
by Chelmsford Borough Council Planning Service to develop robust and defensible criteria for
its Local Development Framework, Core Strategy and Development Control Policies on
Protected Lanes (CBC, 2008, 75) and then to apply these criteria to existing and candidate
Protected Lanes in the Borough. The results of the project were incorporated into the
Chelmsford Borough Council's SADPD which went out for community consultation between 27
October and 21* December 2009. A total of twenty two responses to the consultation, relating to
Protected Lanes, were received from members of the public or representatives of organisations
such as parish councils. Five of these responses were in support of the proposals for Protected
Lane designation. The remainder included a variety of queries and observations ranging from:
requests for clarification on the extent of Protected Lanes status along certain lanes; requests
for changes to the management of specific Protected Lanes; requests for Protected Lanes that
have lost their Protected Lane status to be re-considered; requests for new lanes to be
considered for Protected Lane status and requests for Protected Lane status to be extended

along the entirety of certain lanes.
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3 Reason for the project

Development policies can have significant effects and so it is important that community views on
potential options for the designation or use of land to support the spatial vision and objectives of
Chelmsford Borough Council’'s Adopted Core Strategy are considered for the benefit of the local
area. Comments on the SADPD will be used to inform the Borough Council's final SADPD
(Proposed Submission) due to be consulted on in 2010. Consistency and transparency of
judgement is crucial to public acceptability and fairness of process. A methodical articulation of
why a lane does or does not meet the criteria for Protected Lane status is necessary to

achieving that acceptability.

4 Approach to the assessment

The work comprised an evaluation of each of the public consultation responses against the
survey results of the original Protected Lanes assessment (ECC, 2009) and the preparation of a
written response where appropriate. Where necessary, a field assessment of Proposed
Protected Lanes and Discounted Lanes was undertaken in order to clarify the reasons for the
original scoring of existing Protected Lanes and candidate Protected Lanes considered during
the 2009 Protected Lanes assessment (ibid). In addition, field and desk based assessment
using the Protected Lanes criteria and Scoring system (as utilised during the original Protected
Lanes assessment), was undertaken of a single new candidate Protected Lane, which had been
suggested within the public responses to the SADPD.

5 Results of the assessment of public consultation responses

The results of the assessment are set out below in Table 1 and corresponding maps are
provided in Appendix 1. A written response has been prepared for each of the consultation
responses received by Chelmsford Borough Council in relation to Protected Lanes, with the
exception of five responses which were in support of Protected Lane proposals contained within
the SADPD.
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Appendix 1

SADPD Reference

Map of Lanes

128 Sporehams Lane, Danbury

233, Back Lane, East Hanningfield

336

345

673 Pynnings Farm Lane, West Hanningfield
673 Blind Lane, West Hanningfield

673 Tanfield Tye, West Hanningfield

673 Church Lane, West Hanningfield

673 Foxborough Chase, West Hanningfield
673 Bakers Lane, West Hanningfield

696 Hoe Lane, Great Waltham

696 Bury Lane, Great Waltham

696 Old Shaws Lane, Great Waltham

81 Blackley Lane, Great & Little Leighs

348

81 Ranks Green, Great & Little Leighs

81 Fuller Street, Great & Little Leighs

81 Mill Lane, Great & Little Leighs

81 Leez Lane, Great & Little Leighs

81 Church Lane, Great & Little Leighs

181 Whites Hill/Furze Lane, Stock

187

331

308 Church Road, Colam Lane, Riffhams Chase &
483 Holybread Lane, Little Baddow

700

700 All protected lanes within Danbury parish,

existing and candidate.
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