
ppgt1
Text Box
EB 087



 
 
 
 

Assessment of Chelmsford Borough Council 

Site Allocations Development Plan Document 

Protected Lanes consultation responses 

 

 

 

 

 

August 2010 

 

 
 

By Adrian Gascoyne and Teresa O’Connor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



E S S E X  C O U N T Y  C O U N C I L                                                                                      J U L Y  2 0 
1 0 

                                                                                                              2 

1 Introduction 

 

Essex County Council’s Historic Environment Management Team was commissioned by 

Chelmsford Borough Council Planning Service to undertake an assessment of public 

consultation responses to Chelmsford Borough Council’s Sites Allocations Development Plan 

Document (SADPD) Protected Lanes. The work comprised an initial evaluation of each of the 

public consultation responses against the results of the original Protected Lanes assessment 

(ECC, 2009) and the preparation of a written response where appropriate.  Where necessary, 

field assessment was undertaken in order to clarify the reasons for the original scoring of 

existing Protected Lanes and candidate Protected Lanes within the SADPD.  In addition, field 

assessment was undertaken of a single new candidate Protected Lane, which had been 

suggested within the public responses to the SADPD. The results of re-assessment and 

assessment of the new candidate lane are presented in this document. The Protected Lanes 

criteria and Scoring system that was used during the original Protected Lanes assessment, and 

which was utilised for the re-assessment and assessment of the new candidate lane, are 

included in the original Protected Lanes report (ECC, 2009). 

 

2 Background 

 

In 2009, Essex County Council’s Historic Environment Management Team was commissioned 

by Chelmsford Borough Council Planning Service to develop robust and defensible criteria for 

its Local Development Framework, Core Strategy and Development Control Policies on 

Protected Lanes (CBC, 2008, 75) and then to apply these criteria to existing and candidate 

Protected Lanes in the Borough.  The results of the project were incorporated into the 

Chelmsford Borough Council’s SADPD which went out for community consultation between 27th 

October and 21st December 2009. A total of twenty two responses to the consultation, relating to 

Protected Lanes, were received from members of the public or representatives of organisations 

such as parish councils.  Five of these responses were in support of the proposals for Protected 

Lane designation. The remainder included a variety of queries and observations ranging from:  

requests for clarification on the extent of Protected Lanes status along certain lanes; requests 

for changes to the management of specific Protected Lanes; requests for Protected Lanes that 

have lost their Protected Lane status to be re-considered; requests for new lanes to be 

considered for Protected Lane status and requests for Protected Lane status to be extended 

along the entirety of certain lanes.  

 

 

 

 



E S S E X  C O U N T Y  C O U N C I L                                                                                      J U L Y  2 0 
1 0 

                                                                                                              3 

3 Reason for the project 

 

Development policies can have significant effects and so it is important that community views on 

potential options for the designation or use of land to support the spatial vision and objectives of 

Chelmsford Borough Council’s Adopted Core Strategy are considered for the benefit of the local 

area.  Comments on the SADPD will be used to inform the Borough Council’s final SADPD 

(Proposed Submission) due to be consulted on in 2010.  Consistency and transparency of 

judgement is crucial to public acceptability and fairness of process. A methodical articulation of 

why a lane does or does not meet the criteria for Protected Lane status is necessary to 

achieving that acceptability. 

 

4 Approach to the assessment 

 

The work comprised an evaluation of each of the public consultation responses against the 

survey results of the original Protected Lanes assessment (ECC, 2009) and the preparation of a 

written response where appropriate.  Where necessary, a field assessment of Proposed 

Protected Lanes and Discounted Lanes was undertaken in order to clarify the reasons for the 

original scoring of existing Protected Lanes and candidate Protected Lanes considered during 

the 2009 Protected Lanes assessment (ibid).  In addition, field and desk based assessment 

using the Protected Lanes criteria and Scoring system (as utilised during the original Protected 

Lanes assessment), was undertaken of a single new candidate Protected Lane, which had been 

suggested within the public responses to the SADPD. 

 

5 Results of the assessment of public consultation responses 

 

The results of the assessment are set out below in Table 1 and corresponding maps are 

provided in Appendix 1. A written response has been prepared for each of the consultation 

responses received by Chelmsford Borough Council in relation to Protected Lanes, with the 

exception of five responses which were in support of Protected Lane proposals contained within 

the SADPD. 
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Appendix 1 
 
 
SADPD Reference Map of Lanes 

128 Sporehams Lane, Danbury 
233, 
336 
345 

Back Lane, East Hanningfield 

673 Pynnings Farm Lane, West Hanningfield 
673 Blind Lane, West Hanningfield 
673 Tanfield Tye, West Hanningfield 
673 Church Lane, West Hanningfield 
673 Foxborough Chase, West Hanningfield 
673 Bakers Lane, West Hanningfield 
696 Hoe Lane, Great Waltham 
696 Bury Lane, Great Waltham 
696 Old Shaws Lane, Great Waltham 
81 

348 
Blackley Lane, Great & Little Leighs 

81 Ranks Green, Great & Little Leighs 
81 Fuller Street, Great & Little Leighs 
81 Mill Lane, Great & Little Leighs 
81 Leez Lane, Great & Little Leighs 
81 Church Lane, Great & Little Leighs 

181 
187 
331 

Whites Hill/Furze Lane, Stock 

308 
483 
700 

Church Road, Colam Lane, Riffhams Chase & 
Holybread Lane, Little Baddow 

700 All protected lanes within Danbury parish, 
existing and candidate. 

 



Le
ge

nd Pa
ris

he
s

C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

Pr
ot

ec
te

d_
La

ne
s_

20
09

Sp
or

eh
am

La
ne

w
ith

in
D

an
bu

ry
Pa

ris
h

Sp
or

eh
am

La
ne

w
ith

in
D

an
bu

ry
Pa

ris
h

SporehamsLane



Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

Pr
ot

ec
te

d_
La

ne
s_

20
10

C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

C
an

di
da

te
_l

an
es

B
ac

k
La

ne
-e

xi
st

in
g

an
d

ca
nd

id
at

e
se

ct
io

ns
as

se
ss

ed
.

B
ac

k
La

ne
-e

xi
st

in
g

an
d

ca
nd

id
at

e
se

ct
io

ns
as

se
ss

ed
.



Le
ge

nd

Pu
bl

ic
Br

id
le

w
ay

s

Pu
bl

ic
By

w
ay

s

Pu
bl

ic
Fo

ot
pa

th
s

Py
nn

in
gs

Fa
rm

La
ne

-f
oo

tp
at

h
de

si
gn

at
io

n
Py

nn
in

gs
Fa

rm
La

ne
-f

oo
tp

at
h

de
si

gn
at

io
n



Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

C
an

di
da

te
_l

an
es

B
lin

d
La

ne
-

ca
nd

id
at

e
se

ct
io

n
as

se
ss

ed
.

B
lin

d
La

ne
-

ca
nd

id
at

e
se

ct
io

n
as

se
ss

ed
.



Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

Pr
ot

ec
te

d_
La

ne
s_

20
10

C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

C
an

di
da

te
_l

an
es

Ta
nf

ie
ld

Ty
e

La
ne

-
ca

nd
id

at
e

se
ct

io
n

as
se

ss
ed

.
Ta

nf
ie

ld
Ty

e
La

ne
-

ca
nd

id
at

e
se

ct
io

n
as

se
ss

ed
.



Le
ge

nd Pu
bl

ic
Br

id
le

w
ay

s

Pu
bl

ic
By

w
ay

s
Pu

bl
ic

Fo
ot

pa
th

s

C
hu

rc
h

La
ne

-b
rid

le
w

ay
de

si
gn

at
io

n
C

hu
rc

h
La

ne
-b

rid
le

w
ay

de
si

gn
at

io
n



Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

C
an

di
da

te
_l

an
es

Fo
xb

or
ou

gh
C

ha
se

ca
nd

id
at

e
se

ct
io

n
as

se
ss

ed
.

Fo
xb

or
ou

gh
C

ha
se

ca
nd

id
at

e
se

ct
io

n
as

se
ss

ed
.



Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

C
an

di
da

te
_l

an
es

B
ak

er
s

La
ne

ca
nd

id
at

e
se

ct
io

n
as

se
ss

ed
.

B
ak

er
s

La
ne

ca
nd

id
at

e
se

ct
io

n
as

se
ss

ed
.



Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

Pr
ot

ec
te

d_
La

ne
s_

20
10

H
oe

La
ne

-c
an

di
da

te
la

ne
ga

in
ed

Pr
ot

ec
te

d
La

ne
st

at
us

H
oe

La
ne

-c
an

di
da

te
la

ne
ga

in
ed

Pr
ot

ec
te

d
La

ne
st

at
us



Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

Pr
ot

ec
te

d_
La

ne
s_

20
10

C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

C
an

di
da

te
_l

an
es

B
ur

y
La

ne
20

10
ca

nd
id

at
e

la
ne

-p
ar

tg
ai

ne
d

Pr
ot

ec
te

d
La

ne
st

at
us

B
ur

y
La

ne
20

10
ca

nd
id

at
e

la
ne

-p
ar

tg
ai

ne
d

Pr
ot

ec
te

d
La

ne
st

at
us



Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

Pr
ot

ec
te

d_
La

ne
s_

20
10

O
ld

Sh
aw

s
La

ne
-P

ro
te

ct
ed

La
ne

O
ld

Sh
aw

s
La

ne
-P

ro
te

ct
ed

La
ne



B
la

ck
le

y
La

ne
-lo

ss
of

Pr
ot

ec
te

d
La

ne
st

at
us

B
la

ck
le

y
La

ne
-lo

ss
of

Pr
ot

ec
te

d
La

ne
st

at
us

Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

ex
is

tin
g_

pr
ot

ec
te

d_
la

ne
s

C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

ex
is

tin
g_

pr
ot

ec
te

d_
la

ne
s-

re
m

ov
ed

fro
m

su
rv

ey



Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

ex
is

tin
g_

pr
ot

ec
te

d_
la

ne
s

R
an

ks
G

re
en

-lo
ss

of
Pr

ot
ec

te
d

La
ne

st
at

us
R

an
ks

G
re

en
-lo

ss
of

Pr
ot

ec
te

d
La

ne
st

at
us



Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

ex
is

tin
g_

pr
ot

ec
te

d_
la

ne
s

Fu
lle

rS
tr

ee
t-l

os
s

of
Pr

ot
ec

te
d

La
ne

st
at

us
Fu

lle
rS

tr
ee

t-l
os

s
of

Pr
ot

ec
te

d
La

ne
st

at
us



Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

ex
is

tin
g_

pr
ot

ec
te

d_
la

ne
s

M
ill

La
ne

-lo
ss

of
Pr

ot
ec

te
d

La
ne

st
at

us
M

ill
La

ne
-lo

ss
of

Pr
ot

ec
te

d
La

ne
st

at
us



Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

Pr
ot

ec
te

d_
La

ne
s_

20
10

Le
ez

La
ne

-r
et

en
si

on
of

Pr
ot

ec
te

d
La

ne
st

at
us

Le
ez

La
ne

-r
et

en
si

on
of

Pr
ot

ec
te

d
La

ne
st

at
us



Le
ge

nd C
he

lm
sf

or
d_

ex
is

tin
g_

pr
ot

ec
te

d_
la

ne
s

C
hu

rc
h

la
ne

-l
os

s
of

Pr
ot

ec
te

d
La

ne
st

at
us

C
hu

rc
h

la
ne

-l
os

s
of

Pr
ot

ec
te

d
La

ne
st

at
us



Legend

Chelmsford_Protected_Lanes_2010
Chelmsford_Candidate_lanes

Whites Hill Furze Lane- re-assessment of
existing protected lanes and candidate lanes
Whites Hill Furze Lane- re-assessment of
existing protected lanes and candidate lanes

Furze Lane reassessed length of existing
protected lane
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