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CHARACTER AREAS
DOMSEY LANE

Plan

Domsey Lane is a charming tree lined country lane running from
Cranham Road in the north to the Channels complex in the
south. Originally, a farm lane providing access to the farmsteads
along the lane, today the lane is home to around 30 characterful
dwellings of varying age and style.

The Design Framework seeks to minimize the impact on the
existing community and the character of Domsey Lane whilst
creating meaningful links for the surrounding Chelmsford 
Garden Community.

The northern crossing (crossing No1) is the connection to the 
future RDR road to the north of the CGC and will be a left in/
left out junction.  The centre crossing (Crossing No 2) will be 
carefully designed to relate to the scale and character of the 
Lane. Domsey Lane either side of the crossing requires a little 
widening to create passing spaces but ,where practical, the 
widening only occurs on one side of Domsey Lane with the aim 
of retaining as many existing trees as possible. The southern 
crossing (Crossing No 3) is the connection to the new road which 
links Great Belsteads with the Channels Complex and beyond.

To ensure that the character of Domsey is retained, traffic will 
be regularly monitored.  If necessary, traffic regulating features 
will be introduced.

The crossing points have been designed to restrict through 
movements and therefore retain the character of Domsey 
Lane in order to protect its character including minimising the 
amount of Street Furniture. Crossing 2 in particular will not allow 
cars to pass through or enter Domsey Lane, nor will it allow cars 
to use Domsey Lane as a route in to the CGC. If at the detailed 
approval stage any features are proposed to manage traffic 
flows or speeds, they would be in accordance with the Rural 
Nature of the Road, but only implemented if they are shown as a 
requirement due to ongoing monitoring.

In order to maintain access to Domsey Lane during construction, 
works will be sequenced or arranged in order to ensure that in 
order to ensure that all users will maintain the ability to access 
or exist the lane. The details of this will be secured within a 
detailed Construction Management Plan.

Domsey Lane junction with Pratt’s Farm

General character of Domsey Lane

Typical housing along Domsey  Lane

Crossing 3

Crossing 2

Crossing 1
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Crossing 1 (Northern RDR)

Northern RDR
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Crossing 2 Crossing 3


