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1. A dispensation can only be granted in the following circumstances under section 

33(2) of the Localism Act 2011– 

 
a. That so many members of the decision-making body have disclosable 

pecuniary interests in a matter that it would “impede the transaction of the 

business”. In practice this means that the decision-making body would be 

inquorate as a result; 

 
b. That, without the dispensation, the representation of different political groups 

on the body transacting the business would be so upset as to alter the 

outcome of any vote on the matter. This assumes that members are 

predetermined to vote on party lines on the matter, in which case, it would be 

inappropriate to grant a dispensation to enable them to participate; 

 
c. That the authority considers that the dispensation is in the interests of 

persons living in the authority’s area; 

 
d. That, without a dispensation, no member of the Cabinet would be able to 

participate on this matter (so, the assumption is that, where the Cabinet would 

be inquorate as a result, the matter can then be dealt with by an individual 

Cabinet Member. It will be necessary to make provision in the scheme of 

delegations from the Leader to cover this, admittedly unlikely, eventuality); or 

 
e. That the authority considers that it is otherwise appropriate to grant a 

dispensation. 

 
2. Any grant of a dispensation must specify how long it lasts for, up to maximum of 4 

years. 

 
3. The Act gives discretion for this power to be delegated to the Governance Committee 

or a Sub-Committee, or to the Monitoring Officer and 

 
3.1  A decision on grounds 1(a) and 1(d) is likely to be required on an objective and 

factual basis, and therefore the decision as to whether a dispensation will be granted 

is delegated to the Monitoring Officer, with an appeal to the Governance Committee, 

thus enabling dispensations to be granted “at the door of the meeting”. 

 
3.2  A decision on grounds 1(b), 1(c) and 1(e) is likely to be more subjective and 

therefore the discretion to grant dispensations on these grounds remains with the 

Governance Committee, after consultation with the Independent Person. 


