
Licensing Committee Agenda 

HEARING TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCES 

This meeting will consider only licensing matters delegated under the Licensing Act 2003 

26th November at 10am 

Remote Meeting 

MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE INVITED TO ATTEND HEARING 

Councillor R. Lee (Chair) 

and Councillors D. Clark, A. Davidson and P. Wilson 

Local people are welcome to attend this meeting remotely, where your elected   
Councillors take decisions affecting YOU and your City. If you would like to find 

out more, please telephone Dan Sharma-Bird  
in the Democracy Team on Chelmsford (01245) 606523 or 

email dan.sharma-bird@chelmsford.gov.uk. 
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Licensing Committee - 1 
 

26 November 2024 

  

Licensing Committee 

26th November 2024 

 AGENDA 

1.  Apologies for Absence

2.  Declaration of Interests

All Members are reminded that they must disclose any interests they know they 
have in items of business on the meeting’s agenda and that they must do so at 
this point on the agenda or as soon as they become aware of the interest. If the 
interest is a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest they are also obliged to notify the 
Monitoring Officer within 28 days of the meeting. 

3.  Licensing Act 2003 – Application for a New Premises Licence:
The Bassment, 16 Wells Street, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 1HZ 
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Agenda Item 3 

Chelmsford City Council Licensing Committee 

Date: 26th November 2024 

LICENSING ACT 2003 – APPLICATION FOR A NEW 
PREMISES LICENCE: 16 WELLS STREET, CHELMSFORD, 
ESSEX, CM1 1HZ 

Report by: Director of Public Places 

Officer Contact:  
Kate Kober, Licensing Officer, katherine.kober@chelmsford.gov.uk, 01245 606446 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is for members to consider a Premises Licence 
Application given by Assets Holding Ltd, made under section 17 of the Licensing Act 
2003, for a new premise licence in respect of 16 Wells Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1HZ 
having regard to representations received and the requirement to promote the four 
licensing objectives. These are: 

a) The prevention of crime and disorder
b) Public Safety
c) The prevention of public nuisance
d) The protection of children from harm

Recommendations 

Members are advised that they have the following options when determining this 
application.  

• Grant the application, on the terms and conditions applied for
• Grant the application on the terms and conditions applied for, modified to such

extent as considered appropriate to promote the licensing objectives. 
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Agenda Item 3 

• Refuse the application in whole or in part.

An appeal in respect of any determination made in connection with this 
application may be made to the Magistrates Court, within 21 days of the 
notification given by the licensing committee, by the licence holder, Chief officer 
of police, or any other person making relevant representation. 

1.  Background

1.1 The premises is situated in Wells Street and is surrounded by both business 
and residential properties. A google image map showing the location of the 
premises in satellite and road view are attached as Appendix A. 

1.2 The premises already has an existing premises licence which is attached as 
Appendix B. 

2. Application

2.1 The application has been properly given in accordance with The Licensing Act 
2003 and all procedures correctly followed. The completed application form as 
well as the operating schedule are attached as Appendix C. 

2.2       A complete application was submitted on the 3rd of October 2024, and correctly 
advertised by placing blue public notices at the premises and by publication in 
a local paper and on Chelmsford City Council’s website. 

2.3     Please refer to Appendix C for the proposed licensable activities and operational 
hours. 

2.4   Please find attached plans of the proposed licensable area as Appendix D. 

2.5 Chelsea Knight has been nominated as the designated premises supervisor 
having obtained a personal licence from Braintree District Council. 

2.6 Members are asked to note that as this report is available in the public domain, 
personal details have been redacted from some documents, however, both 
Authority and the applicant have received complete copies of all documents. 

3.  Representations

3.1 During the course of the application, Chelmsford City Council, in line with the 
Act, sent a copy of the application to all responsible authorities. 

3.2 During the consultation period four representations were received, two from 
members of public, one from a local ward Councillor and one from Essex 
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Agenda Item 3 

County Fire and Rescue objecting to the application. A copy of these objections 
is shown as Appendix E. 

3.3 The representation from Essex County Fire and Rescue regarded a previous 
non-compliance letter dated 9th February 2024 which had not yet been 
answered. This is shown as Appendix F. 

3.4 Essex Police have agreed with the applicant that should a new licence be 
granted; the previous premise licence is to be surrendered so there is only one 
licence in operation at the venue. This is shown as Appendix G. 

4. Conclusion

4.1 In conclusion, the application for a new premises licence for the establishment 
In Wells Street has been properly submitted and advertised in accordance with 
The Licensing Act 2003 resulting in four representations. The application has 
been reviewed by the Licensing Authority and shared with all responsible 
authorities. The evidence provided should be carefully considered to ensure a 
balanced and justifiable decision is made in the interest of promoting the 
licensing objectives.  

4.2 The Statement of Licensing Policy is brought to the attention of members and 
includes the following: Section 13, primarily concerns committees.  

4.3 This application has been correctly submitted. 

4.4 At the conclusion of this hearing, members are advised to consider the options 
as previously recommended at the start of this report. 

Appendices: 
• Appendix A – Google Maps
• Appendix B – Existing premises licence
• Appendix C – Application Form
• Appendix D – Premises Plans
• Appendix E – Representations
• Appendix F – Fire and Rescue letter
• Appendix G – Police email

Background Papers: 

Application held by licensing authority 

Statement of Licensing Policy 

Corporate Implications: 
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Agenda Item 3 

Legal/Constitutional: The application has been dealt with in compliance with the 
Licensing Act 2003 and The Licensing Act 2003 (Hearing Regulations) 2005. 

Financial: None 

Potential impact on climate change and the environment: None 

Contribution toward achieving a net zero carbon position by 2030: None 

Personnel: None  

Risk Management: None 

Equality and Diversity: None 

Health and Safety: None 

Digital: None 

Other: None 

Consultees:  

As per that required by legislation 

Relevant Policies and Strategies: 

Statement of licensing policy  
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Appendix E 
 
Representation 1 

To Whom ever this may concern,  

I am writing this email as a concerned citizen of Chelmsford and representative of 
Townfield Street Neighbourhood Watch Scheme regarding the extension 
of Bassment Premises licence.  

Since I moved to Chelmsford over two years ago there has been numerous 
occasions, where I have had to phone the police due to antisocial behaviour in 
relation to Bassment Nightclub. My worry is that this extension on alcohol license 
hours would increase the antisocial behaviour outside the premises.  

March 2023 they had there license suspended due to concern of serious violence 
and July 2023 Police were called due to a report of a weapon on site at an under 18s 
event. I strongly believe the extension of licensing hours would be a grave mistake 
and the decision should not be taken lightly.  

To reiterate my point, I strongly believe that the extension of the premises license 
would be detrimental to those who live in close proximity of the venue and would 
increase antisocial behaviour.   

If you would like to discuss this further please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Representation 2 
Request to extend opening hours.  

I am putting in my objection. I do not want the opening hours to be extended.  

The club is right next to a residential area. Three am licence is already generous.  

There is no input from the club for the community.  

We already have problems once the club empties with people hanging around the 
seat at the end of our road till all hours. The club takes no responsibility for this.  

Public safety is also an issue.  I would not confront them as I would feel intimidated.  

Can u please keep me updated.  

Thank you 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Appendix E 
Representation 3 

I can see no merit for the local community in the Bassment being open for these 
extended periods. I wish to object to this application.  

I understand there have previously been issues with noise disturbance, nuisance 
behaviour etc and I would not wish to offer opportunities for these issues to occur 
even later into the night/morning 

Cllr Jude Deakin 
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Appendix G 
Essex Police comments: 

 

Good afternoon, 

Having spoken to the applicant’s representative the only representation Essex Police 
have is that the original premises licence to be surrendered following the issue of the 
new licence. 

This has been agreed with the applicant.  

Only one premises licence in operation at the venue. 

Thank you  
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