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Chelmsford City Council Licensing Committee 

DATE: 27th April 2026 
 

LICENSING ACT 2003 – APPLICATION TO VARY A 
PREMISES LICENCE: CO-OPERATIVE, BARNARD ROAD, 
CM2 8RS. 
 

Report by: Director of Sustainable Communities 
 

Officer Contact:  
Kate KOBER, Katherine.kober@chelmsford.gov.uk 01245 606727 

 

Purpose  

The purpose of this report is for Members to consider an application submitted by Central 
England Co-Operative limited under section 34 of the Licensing Act 2003 to vary the 
premises licence in respect of The Co-Operative, 83 Barnard Road, Chelmsford, CM2 8RS. 

In determining this application, Members must have regard to the representations received 
and the requirement to promote the four licensing objectives. These are:  
  
a) The prevention of crime and disorder  
b) public safety  
c) The prevention of public nuisance  
d) The protection of children from harm  
  

Recommendations  
  
Members are advised that they have the following options when determining this 
application.  
 

• to modify the conditions of the licence. 
• to reject whole or part of the application 
 

An appeal in respect of any determination made in connection with this application may be 
made to the Magistrates Court within 21 days of the notification given by the Licensing 
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Committee, by the licence holder, Chief officer of police, or any other person making relevant 
representation.  
  

  

1.  Background and Introduction  
  
1.1 The premises are located on Barnard Road within a predominantly residential area 

and are situated in proximity to two primary schools. The surrounding area includes 

residential dwellings adjacent to and opposite the premises. A Google Map image 

illustrating the location of the premises is attached as Appendix A. 

2. Application  
  
2.1 The application has been properly given in accordance with the Licensing Act 2003 

and all procedures correctly followed. The completed application form and current 
licence is attached as Appendix B. 

  
2.2      The application form for the premises licence was received on the 9th March 2026 and 

correctly advertised by placing blue public notices at the premises, by publication in a 
local paper and on Chelmsford City Council’s website.  

  
2.3        The application seeks to vary the existing premises licence by: 

• Amending the licensable hours and opening hours to 06:30 to 23:00 daily, including 
the removal of Good Friday and Christmas Day restrictions  

• Updating the existing plan attached to the premises licence  
• Removing the conditions contained in Annex 2 
• Submitting a new operating schedule  

Details of the current and proposed hours are set out in Appendix B. 

Members are advised that the conditions contained within Annex 2 of the current 
licence relate to measures intended to promote the licensing objectives, including the 
management of the premises and the sale of alcohol. The application proposes to 
remove these conditions. Conditions that reflect the operating schedule are 
proposed.   

Members should therefore consider whether the proposed operating schedule 
provides appropriate and proportionate measures to promote the licensing 
objectives, having regard to the removal of the existing conditions. 

Members are advised that the proposed variation includes an extension to the hours 
during which the premises may operate, as set out within the application. 

2.4 Members are asked to note that, as this report is available in the public domain, 
personal details have been redacted from some documents.  However, both the 
Authority and the applicant have received complete copies of all documents.  

 
  

3.  Representations   
  
3.1 In accordance with the Licensing Act 2003, the application was served on all 

responsible authorities. 
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3.2 During the consultation period, one representation was received from Galleywood 

Parish Council objecting to the application. A copy of the representation is attached 
at Appendix C. 

The concerns raised can be summarised as follows: 

• Prevention of crime and disorder: reference is made to a recent robbery at the 
premises. No further detail has been provided to indicate whether this incident is 
directly attributable to the licensable activities at the premises.  

• Public safety: concerns are raised regarding the suitability of the extended hours 
in a location close to residential properties, including elderly residents, and two 
primary schools.  

• Prevention of public nuisance: concerns are raised regarding the potential for 
increased noise and disturbance arising from extended hours of operation within 
a predominantly residential area.  

Members should consider the representation insofar as it relates to the likely effect of 
the grant of the variation on the promotion of the licensing objectives. 

3.3 Members are informed that Essex Police have raised no objections to this 
application. Essex Police are the primary responsible authority in relation to the 
prevention of crime and disorder. 

 

4. Conclusion  
  
4.1  Members are reminded that, in determining this application, they must have regard to 

the Licensing Act 2003, the statutory guidance issued under section 182 of the Act, 
and the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy. 

   
4.2  Section 13 of the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy sets out the procedures 

and responsibilities of the Licensing Committee, including decision making principles 
and the application of conditions. Members are directed to have regard to this section 
when determining the application. 

 
4.3  Members must determine the application with a view to promoting the licensing 

objectives, having regard to the representations received. 
 
4.4  The application has been correctly submitted and processed in accordance with the 

requirements of the Licensing Act 2003. 
 
4.5  Members are invited to determine the application, taking into account the options set 

out in the recommendations section of this report. 

 

Appendices: 
 

• Appendix A – Map 

• Appendix B – Application and existing licence 

• Appendix C – Representations    

 

Background reading 

Application held by licensing authority  



Agenda Item 3 
 

Corporate Implications 
 

Legal/Constitutional: The Licensing Sub-Committee is acting in accordance with its powers 

under the Licensing Act 2003 and the Council’s Constitution. The hearing has been 

convened in compliance with statutory procedures. Any party to the proceedings has the 

right to appeal the decision to the Magistrates’ Court within 21 days of formal notification. 

Financial: There are no direct financial implications arising from the determination of this 

application. However, the outcome may have an indirect impact on local economic activity 

and business rates. 

Potential impact on climate change and the environment: The operation of the premises 

may lead to a slight increase in local traffic and waste production, though these are 

consistent with the commercial nature of the area. 

Contribution toward achieving a net zero carbon position by 2030: The decision on this 

application is not expected to directly influence the Council’s net zero carbon target. 

Sustainable operating practices by the applicant may indirectly support environmental 

objectives. 

Personnel: There are no personnel implications associated with this report. Licensing staff 

have processed the application as part of their normal duties. 

Risk Management: The Licensing Sub-Committee must ensure that its decision is made in 

accordance with the Licensing Act 2003, relevant statutory guidance, and the Council’s 

Statement of Licensing Policy. This minimises the risk of legal challenge by way of appeal or 

judicial review. 

Equality and Diversity: The application has been considered in line with the Council’s 

duties under the Equality Act 2010. No equality or diversity concerns have been identified at 

this stage. 

Health and Safety: There are no direct health and safety implications from this report. 

However, public safety is a core licensing objective that must be considered in determining 

the application. 

Digital: None. 

Other: None. 

 

Consultees:  

As per required by legislation 

 

Relevant Policies and Strategies: 

Statement of licensing policy  
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Representation 1  

 

Please note the comments made by Galleywood Parish Council in 
regard to the below application: 
RESOLVED Galleywood Parish Council objects to the extension of 
licensing hours proposed by the applicant. 
The Co-Op branch in Galleywood is located in a residential area 
adjacent to accommodation for elderly residents and is opposite two 
schools. 
We understand that there was a robbery fairly recently at this store. We 
believe that extending the licencing hours could increase noise and 
disturbance and 
cause increase public nuisance to residents and potentially endanger 
public safety 


	Co-Op Barnard Road report
	Appendix A - Google Map Image
	Appendix B
	Appendix C - Representation

