
Agenda Item 3 

Chelmsford City Council Licensing Committee 
DATE: 2nd October 2026 

LICENSING ACT 2003 – APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES 
LICENCE: WHEELERS FARM, WHEELERS HILL, LITTLE 
WALTHAM, CHELMSFORD, CM3 3LZ, P1 LICENCE 

Report by: Director of Sustainable Communities 

Officer Contact:  
Alex Wilson, Alex.wilson@chelmsford.gov.uk 01245 606424 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is for members to consider an application given by LDN 
Wild made under section 17 of the Licensing Act 2003, for the grant of a premises 
licence in respect of Wheelers Farm, Wheelers Hill, Little Waltham CM3 3LZ, having 
regard to representations received and the requirement to promote the four licensing 
objectives. These are:  

a) The prevention of crime and disorder
b) public safety
c) The prevention of public nuisance
d) The protection of children from harm

Recommendations 

Members are advised that they have the following options when determining this 
application.  

• Grant the application, on the terms and conditions applied for
• Grant the application with such modifications to the conditions as are

considered appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives 
• Exclude from the scope of the licence any licensable activity to which the

application relates 
• Refuse the application in whole or in part.
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An appeal against the determination of this application may be made to the 
Magistrates’ Court by any person entitled to appeal under Schedule 5 of the 
Licensing Act 2003. Any appeal must be commenced within 21 days beginning with 
the day on which the appellant was notified by the Licensing Authority of the 
decision. 
  
  
  
1.  Background and Introduction  
  

The premises is located along the A131. Regiment Way, Chelmsford. A google 
maps image showing the premises location is attached as Appendix A. 
  

2. Application  
  
2.1 The application has been properly given in accordance with the Licensing Act 

2003 and all procedures correctly followed. The completed application form is 
attached as Appendix B.  

  
2.2      The application for the premises licence was received on the 13th of August 

2026 and correctly advertised by placing blue public notices at the premises, by 
publication in a local paper and on Chelmsford City Council’s website.  

  
2.3      The premises licence application has been applied for as a Permanent licence, 

but shall only authorise licensable activities  including Provision of Films, 
Provision of Live Music, Provision of Recorded Music, Provision of 
Performances of Dance and Supply of Alcohol 13:00 – 23:00 Friday to Sunday 
between the dates of 1st May and 31st October each year with a total of 6 events 
held each year. For two of the events, patrons shall not exceed 4999, for two 
events the patrons shall not exceed 3000 and for two events patrons shall not 
exceed 1500. The applicant has also applied for a temporary licence (T1) for 
one event to be held between 1st May and 31st October 2027 with a maximum 
capacity of 7,500 people. Should the temporary (T1) Licence be granted, then 
this permanent licence (if granted) shall only be used 5 times during 2027, with 
the event applied for under the T1 application being used as one of the 6 events 
for the year. There will be a maximum of 6 events per year. The proposed 
conditions document is attached as Appendix C.  

  
2.4  LDN Wild currently hold a premises licence for Wheelers Farm which is 

attached as Appendix D. Condition 1 under Annex 2 of this licence specifies 
the currently permitted events and the authorised number of patrons. We 
have had confirmation from the applicant that, if both licences are granted as 
applied for, any other licence in force will be surrendered in accordance with 
section 28 of the Licensing Act 2003. 

 
2.5 Members are asked to note that, as this report is available in the public 

domain, personal details have been redacted from some 
documents.  However, both the Authority and the applicant have received 
complete copies of all documents.  

 



Agenda Item 3 
 
2.6 The Public Health and Protection Services Manager and the applicant have 

agreed a number of additional proposed conditions. The agreed conditions 
are attached as Appendix E. The Public Health and Protection Services 
Manager has confirmed that his representation has not been withdrawn and 
that he intends to attend the hearing. 

 
 
3.  Representations   
  
3.1 During the course of the application, Chelmsford City Council, in line with the 

Act, sent a copy of the application to all responsible authorities.  
  
3.2 During the consultation period, seven (7) representations were received 

objecting to the application, one (1) representation was received supporting 
the application, and one (1) representation was received making comment on 
the application. Copies of all relevant representations are attached as 
Appendix F. 

  
4. Conclusion  
  
4.1  Members are reminded that Section 13 of the Council’s Statement of 

Licensing Policy relates to the procedures and responsibilities of the Licensing 
Committee. This includes the structure of sub-committees, the criteria for 
decision-making, the application of conditions, and the delegation of functions 
to officers.  

  
Section 13 does not raise any procedural or policy issues that would affect the 
determination of this application.  

  
4.2  This application has been correctly submitted and processed in line with the 

requirements of the Licensing Act 2003.  
  
4.3  At the conclusion of this hearing, Members are advised to consider the 

options set out in the recommendations section at the beginning of this report. 
In determining the application, Members must have regard to the relevant 
representations, the statutory Guidance issued under section 182 of the 
Licensing Act 2003 and the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy, and must 
take only  decisions as appropriate and proportionate  for the promotion of the 
licensing objectives.    

 
Appendices: 
 

• Appendix A – Map 
• Appendix B - Premises Licence Application 
• Appendix C – proposed conditions    
• Appendix D – Current LDN Wild premise licence 
• Appendix E – Agreed Conditions 
• Appendix F – Objections  
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Background reading 

Application held by licensing authority  

 

 

 

Corporate Implications 
 

Legal/Constitutional: The Licensing Sub-Committee is acting in accordance with its 
powers under the Licensing Act 2003 and the Council’s Constitution. The hearing 
has been convened in compliance with statutory procedures. Any person entitled to 
appeal under Schedule 5 of the Licensing Act 2003 may appeal to the Magistrates’ 
Court. Any appeal must be commenced within 21 days beginning with the day on 
which the appellant was notified of the decision. 

Financial: There are no direct financial implications arising from the determination of 
this application. However, the outcome may have an indirect impact on local 
economic activity and business rates. 

Potential impact on climate change and the environment: The operation of the 
premises may lead to a slight increase in local traffic and waste production, though 
these are consistent with the commercial nature of the area. 

Contribution toward achieving a net zero carbon position by 2030: The decision 
on this application is not expected to directly influence the Council’s net zero carbon 
target. Sustainable operating practices by the applicant may indirectly support 
environmental objectives. 

Personnel: There are no personnel implications associated with this report. 
Licensing staff have processed the application as part of their normal duties. 

Risk Management: The Licensing Sub-Committee must ensure that its decision is 
made in accordance with the Licensing Act 2003, relevant statutory guidance, and 
the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy. This minimises the risk of legal 
challenge by way of appeal or judicial review. 

Equality and Diversity: The application has been considered in line with the 
Council’s duties under the Equality Act 2010. No equality or diversity concerns have 
been identified at this stage. 

Health and Safety: There are no direct health and safety implications from this 
report. However, public safety is a core licensing objective that must be considered 
in determining the application. 

Digital: None. 

Other: None. 
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Consultees:  
As per required by legislation 
 

Relevant Policies and Strategies:  
Statement of licensing policy  
 

 

















































Plan - LDN WILD WHEELERS FARM PREMISES LICENCE



ANNEX 1 VERSION 1 SUBMITTED WITH APPLICATION P1 capacity at 4999

Wheelers Farm, Wheelers Hill, CM3 3LZ for a Premises Licence Application - 

Proposed conditions  for discussion with the authorities. 

1. Patrons shall not exceed 4,999 - two events, 3,000 on two events, and 1500 on two events. 

A total of 6 events in a year may be held.

2. The licence holder will ensure that music or amplified sound from the event (including any 
concert, music performance, film showing, side show, display or any other entertainment 
within the licensed area, but excluding noise generation for crowd control or for 
emergency reasons) will not cause a nuisance outside the boundary of the site between 
2300 hours and 1100 hours.

3. The licence holder shall appoint a suitably qualified and experienced noise control 
consultant who is a member of the Institute of Acoustics and/or the Association of Noise 
Consultants to produce and fully implement a noise management plan (NMP).

4. For up to 3 event days in a calendar year the Music Noise Level (MNL) should not exceed, 
at any noise sensitive location, 65dB(A) LAeq over any 15-minute period throughout the 
event and during any rehearsal or sound check for the event. For any other event days 
within a calendar year the MNL from any event shall not exceed, at any noise sensitive 
location, the representative background noise level by more than 15dB(A) over a 15-

minute period throughout the event and during any rehearsal or sound check for the event.

The representative background noise level should be measured and calculated as per the 
guidance contained within the 'Code of Practice on Environmental Noise Control at 
Concerts' (the arithmetic average of the LA90, 1 hour for the final four hours of the period 
to be determined) at locations representative of the nearest noise sensitive receptors to be 

agreed with Chelmsford City Council.

5. A Low frequency music noise control strategy shall be included as part of the NMP and 
shall be submitted to, and approved in writing by Chelmsford City Council, prior to the 
commencement of any event.

6. The appointed noise control consultant will regularly monitor noise from events at noise 
sensitive locations around the site and advise their sound engineers accordingly to ensure 
MNL limits are not exceeded. Chelmsford City Council will be permitted access to this



information on request. The noise sensitive locations will be agreed with Chelmsford City 

Council prior to the commencement of any event. 

7. The licence holder shall provide Chelmsford City Council, in advance of the event, contact

telephone numbers of their appointed noise control consultant and other members of

their management team who can be contacted in the event noise complaints are received.

8. During any event the licence holder will ensure there is a dedicated and continuously

manned complaint telephone line that will be advertised to the public so that residents can

contact organisers in the event they are disturbed by noise

9. A traffic and event management plan shall be submitted to the Licensing Authority, Essex

Police and Essex County Council Highways at least 10 weeks prior to any planned event

and licensable activity shall not take place if any of these object to the traffic management

plan in writing within 6 weeks of submission and that objection is not rescinded.

1. The licence shall authorise licensable activities only between the dates:

1st May and 31st October each calander year.

2. The licence shall not authorise licensable activity more than six times a year (none of which 
shall exceed 13 hours in duration);

3. Customers will not be permitted to remove from the premises any drinks supplied by the 
premises in open containers.

4. The sale of alcohol for consumption off the licensed premises will be restricted to those 
persons temporarily residing in land adjacent to the licensed premises (i.e. tents and other 
temporary structures supplied or permitted to be erected by the licence holder on land 
occupied or controlled by the licence holder);

5. There shall be no events at the premises that are organised, promoted or advertised by an 
external promoter (i.e. by an individual/organisation not directly related to the management 
of the premises)

6. An incident log shall be maintained and made immediately available to police or licensing 
authority staff upon reasonable request. The log must be completed as soon as is possible 
and shall record the following:

(a) All crimes reported to the venue

(b) All ejections of patrons

(c) Any complaints received concerning crime and disorder

(d) Any incidents of disorder

(e) All seizures of drugs or offensive weapons

7. SIA licensed security staff shall be used in accordance with a site security plan which will 
form part of the event management plan and a record shall be maintained (on the premises) 
which is legible and details:

a) The day and date when door supervisors are deployed;

b) The name and SIA registration number of each door supervisor on duty at 
the premises; and

c) The duty start and end time for each door supervisor.



 

 

This record shall be retained for 31 days and be immediately provided to police or 

licensing authority staff upon reasonable request. 

 

8. All security staff (and stewards) will wear high visibility clothing ensuring that they are 

readily identifiable. 

 

9. The premises shall have in place and operate a zero-tolerance policy with regard to the 

use/possession of controlled drugs and psychoactive substances and advertise the same 

within the premises on posters and similar means. This policy may form part of the event 

management plan. 

 

This policy shall specifically include but not be limited to: 

i. Searching practices upon entry; 

ii. Dealing with patrons suspected of using drugs on the premises; 

iii. Scrutiny of spaces including toilets or outside areas; 

iv. Clear expectations of staff roles (including the DPS, managers/supervisors 

and door supervisors); 

v. Staff training regarding identification of suspicious activity and what action to 

take; 

vi. The handling of items suspected to be illegal drugs or psychoactive 

substances 

vii. Steps taken to discourage and disrupt drug use on the premises 

viii. Steps to be taken to inform patrons of the premises drug policy/practices 

 

ix. Patrol of perimeter (Haras) fencing to deter drug supply 

 

10. A Challenge 25 scheme shall be operated, whereby any person who appears to be under 

the age of 25 years of age is required to produce on request an item which meets the 

mandatory age verification requirement and is either a: 
o o Proof of age card bearing the PASS Hologram; 

o o Photocard driving licence; 

o o Passport; or 

o o Ministry of Defence Identity Card. 
o o Proof of age card bearing the PASS Hologram; 

o o Photocard driving licence; 

o o Passport; or 

o o Ministry of Defence Identity Card. 

 

11. The premises shall clearly display signs at each point of sale and in areas where alcohol is 

displayed advising customers that a 'Challenge 25' policy is in force. 

 

12. All staff engaged in the sale or supply of alcohol on the premises shall have received 

training in relation to including under-age sales, how to recognise drunkenness and the 

duty not to serve drunk persons. 

 

13. Training records shall be maintained and kept for a minimum of 12 months and made 
available to police or licensing authority staff upon reasonable request. 

 

14. A refusals record shall be maintained at the premises, which details all refusals to sell 

alcohol. Each entry shall, as a minimum, record the date and time of the refusal and the 

name of the staff member refusing the sale. All entries must be made as soon as possible 



 

 

and in any event within 4 hours of the refusal and the record must be made immediately 

available to police or licensing authority staff upon reasonable request. 

 

15. The licence holder will appoint a competent security/stewarding contractor with expertise 

in the operation of security and stewarding of large-scale outdoor events. The 

security/stewarding contractor will ensure there are the correct number of SIA registered 

security staff at the event. Full details will be contained within the EMP. 

 

16. The licence holder will ensure a full stewarding plan and evacuation plan will be produced 

as part of the EMP. 

 

17. CCTV cameras shall cover all entrances and exits to the event. 

 

18. All drinks will be dispensed in either plastic bottles or collapsible cups or containers, no 

glass vessels to be used the sale of glass bottles for Champagne, sparkling or premium 

wines will be allowed only in a dedicated security-controlled area which will be detailed in 

the Event Management Plan/Alcohol Management Plan and on the Site Plan each year. 

 

19. The licence holder will ensure the perimeter of the licensed area will be securely fenced 

and cordoned off to enable the licence holder to safely control the event. 

 

20. The licence holder will ensure vehicle movement in the licensed area will be kept to a 

minimal for essential vehicles only. 

 

21. In addition to water, other non-alcoholic beverages shall be available at all times whilst 

alcohol sale or supply takes place. 

 

22. The land in the immediate vicinity of the lake is to be cordoned off to ensure that no 

patrons can access that area during events. Plans to cordon off the lake must be included 

within the Traffic and Event management plan. 























 



Wheelers Farm P1 Licence Representations 

Representation 1 :  

First name 

Last name 

Address line one 

Alsteads Farm, Leighs Road 

Address line two 

Town or city 

Little Waltham, Chelmsford 

Postcode 

CM3 3NA 

Phone number 

07900680427 

Email 

annette.wardle@yahoo.com 

Your enquiry 

I write in relation to the license application for Wheelers Farm and would like to 

object in relation to the following points. 

The prevention of crime and disorder. 

Public safety. 

Prevention of a public nuisance. 

We farm the land immediately to the north and east of Wheeler’s Farm. The lane into 

Sheepcotes Farm runs directly to the north, it is a single track concrete road which 

runs from Church Hill down to Sheepcotes Farm and the cottage. Whenever these 

events are on we see a large number of vehicles trying to access Wheelers Farm 

(they are following a dropped pin). Some of these drivers are very persistent, one 

taxi driver tried this way of accessing the venue three times despite being turned 

away each time. We have now taken to locking the gate at the top of the drive to 

prevent vehicle access. 

Our liveries grazing is also directly to the north and are right next to the area where 

the fireworks are set off. The first time fireworks were set off at one of these events 

we had received no prior knowledge that they were having fireworks and horses 

mailto:annette.wardle@yahoo.com


were out in their fields (we allow 24/7 turn out during the summer). Thankfully no 

horses were injured but had we had prior knowledge of the fireworks we could have 

made a decision to bring them in that night. This year I tried asking via their facebook 

page back in May whether they were planning on having fireworks at each event. I 

didn’t receive a reply until August, of course I had already taken the decision to bring 

horses in at night during the events. 

I was extremely relieved that the decision had been taken not to have fireworks at 

this last weekend due to the high fire risk but they were clearly intent on having them 

at the beginning of august when they decided to reply to my message from May. 

The level of disruption felt does depend on the age range that each event is aimed 

at. Unfortunately, the weekend of the Boat Club tends to be the most disruptive. A 

number of people try to access the event not via the main entrance but across our 

field to the east of them. We have even seen security chasing people in this field. We 

have also had people sitting in the field using nitrous oxide. They then dump the gas 

canisters in our field. We had collected a number of the canisters by walking around 

the crop after the event but this year we found three canisters in the stone trap of the 

combine. Had these canisters gone through the combine it would have been fairly 

disastrous for the mechanism of the combine. 

I want to make it clear that I’m not against these events going ahead. I attended the 

80’s night last year with friends and enjoyed it! As farmers we know only the difficulty 

and importance of making a living from your land! But despite trying to engage with 

the organizers of these events about very genuine concerns we get nothing back! 

I attach a few photos to illustrate my points. It is both applications being made by 

Wheelers Farm that I wish to object to. 

Kind regards, 

Sent from my iPhone 



Representation 2 :  First 

name 

Last name 

Address line one 

Alsteads Farm 

Address line two 

Leighs Road Little Waltham 

Town or city 

Chelmsford 

Postcode 

CM3 3 NA 

Phone number 

07815463944 

Email 

benwardle.fineart@gmail.com 

Your enquiry 

Objection to licensing application by Wheelers Hill Events on grounds of 

1) the prevention of crime and disorder (trespassers on our farm inhaling Nitrous

Oxide and fly tipping canisters on our land) 

2) public safety; taxis using a footpath to drop workers/visitors to site, our clients

horses escaping from their fields as a direct result of fireworks, parking in private 

gateways preventing access to private land 

3) prevention of public nuisance; trespassing and anti social behaviour on the farm

We have tried to contact the organisers on several occasions to address (and 

hopefully solve) our issues but have been ignored, met with a hostile attitude in 

person or delayed response (up to 6 months). 

We feel that an expansion of these events by organisers that are not willing to 

communicate will lead toa considerable increase in disruption and potential damage 

to our property. My objections apply equally to both applications. So to be clear I am 

objecting to both licence applications 

mailto:benwardle.fineart@gmail.com


Representation 3 : Chelmsford Garden Community Council 

Dear Sir, 

Chelmsford Garden Community Council (CGCC) wishes to make the following 

representations in relation to the Licensing applications regarding the Wheeler’s Hill 

site. 

It is noted that there are two applications being one for a single event during 2027 for 

up to 7,500 people and the other for 6 events for up to 4999 people.  Please note 

that the representations made refer to both applications. 

CGCC wishes to object to both applications on the grounds of both public safety and 

also prevention of public nuisance. 

A number of events have now been held at this venue, and the recurring issue 

appears to relate to traffic management and its adverse impact upon the local 

community.   The site is not served by public transport so all access to the site is 

either via private vehicles or by taxis thus there is a substantial amount of traffic 

movement locally which will only become worse if more people are permitted to 

attend events. 

There have also been problems with overflow parking and taxis waiting on local 

roads. 

Although efforts have been made for recent events to manage traffic by reducing 

speed limits on Essex Regiment Way and closing Domsey Lane and Wheeler’s Hill 

this has resulted in inconvenience for local residents who have to then make longer 

diversions to travel to their homes. 

It is not known as to whether the organizers have considered other options such as 

negotiating the use of the Park and Ride car park or organizing a shuttle bus from 

the Railway station which could be feasible options, but without considering such 

options and trying to manage the traffic in the way it has been the concern is that it 

increases congestion locally and inconveniences residents generally. 

Although not relevant at this precise point in time, it is noted that in years to come 

this venue will be directly adjacent to the new Northern Radial Distributor road which 

will be a fast moving a busy bypass route thus making access to the venue even 

more challenging to manage. 

From a safety perspective, Councillors have still witnessed those attending the event 

walking along Essex Regiment Way when they leave the event which is dangerous 

along a busy road with no pavement late at night. 

The Council would be grateful if these representations could please be taken into 

account when considering the applications. 

Regards 



Suzanne Walker 

Executive Officer/RFO 

Chelmsford Garden Community Council 

Tel: 07495 473240 

www.chelmsfordgarden-cc.gov.uk 

Representation 4 :   

The Pines, Domsey Lane, Chelmsford Garden, Chelmsford, Essex, CM3 3PS 

Tel: +44 (0) 7771 199226 

Email: paul.a.fisher@btinternet.com 

Dear Sirs, 

Wheelers Farm , Wheelers Hill, Little Waltham - New Licensing Application 

I refer to the recent application by Wheelers Farm for: 

1. An event in 2027 for up to 7,500 people and

2. Varying the existing premises license, replacing current temporary, time limited

arrangements. 

As a nearby resident and a responsible member of the public, I oppose this 

application for the 

following reasons: 

  The events to date, with much smaller attendances, have created significant noise

pollution 

well into the night with NNRs much above acceptable levels, particularly in the base 

range. 

  Local residents have suffered extensive disruption to travel due to the heavy traffic

created 

by the events and, although mitigated recently, excessive traffic along Domsey Lane, 

a single 

track, bendy unlit lane. 

  Events at existing attendance levels already create the problems above and such

an increase 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chelmsfordgarden-cc.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAlex.WILSON%40chelmsford.gov.uk%7C8ff6f482f8674092e2ac08df0a83fe0f%7C8c8071cbadb14998863ef27d706bec3b%7C0%7C0%7C639241234174603370%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fpMzuyFiim4Y%2B3i%2B53haObvpD90sjLYO5DlibuSDGSc%3D&reserved=0


in attendance as applied for will not only exacerbate such problems but will 

negatively 

impact public safety. 

  The current, temporary, time limited arrangements permit the inclusion of

mitigation 

measures and it is evident from recent experience that, although the organizers did 

eventually implement some traffic restrictions, this was only after many protests at 

their 

stated intention to ignore the Councils required restrictions. 

  The nature of the rural roads in the area coupled with major open land without any

natural 

baffles to the noise nuisance make this area unsuitable for any such events and 

certainly 

increase in size and frequency of such events. 

Yours faithfully, 

Representation 5 : Cllr Mike Steel 

An objection to the 7,500 attendance, but a concern about the 5,000 ones. 

In both cases the relevant licencing objectives are: 

• public safety

• prevention of public nuisance

particularly in relation to traffic and public safety on the roads around the site, and 

public nuisance to adjacent properties and Domsey Lane residents. 

I am responding as : 

City Cllr for Broomfield and the Walthams 

Essex County Cllr for Broomfield and Writtle 

My comments apply to both applications: 

LDN Wild Ltd - Wheelers Farm, Little Waltham, Chelmsford, CM3 3LZ – closing date 

for comments 2026-09-10 

LDN Wild Ltd - Wheelers Farm, Little Waltham, Chelmsford, CM3 3LZ – closing date 

for comments 2026-09-10 



One is to increase the 5,000 people events to 2 per year– there are currently 

limitations on the number of 3,000 and 5,000 events. The second application is to 

have an event at 7,500. 

My major concern is with the  Traffic Management plan and whether it is even 

adequate for the 5,000 events. 

I have monitored the events over several years and there has been times when the 

TM worked, and times when it didn’t. It seems to be on the edge of adequate, and 

little contingency for unexpected events. The last couple of times, the actions of 

some vehicles/taxis in response to Cranham Road being closed caused some 

issues. Especially with vehicles using Domsey Lane. 

My instinct is that a 7,500 event is not manageable from a TM point of view. This is a 

significant increase for an event, when it has not been demonstrated that smaller 

events can cope. 

In terms of noise nuisance and behaviour of members of the public attending the 

events, there were quite a lot of complaints for the first events carried out at this site, 

but these seemed to settle down, as far as the residents of the main village of Little 

Waltham are concerned. 

However, the impact on residents adjacent to Wheelers Farm is significant. I do not 

know how this can be mitigated other than by stopping the events altogether, or 

limiting their frequency  

Representation 6 : Little Waltham Parish Council 

PO Box 13516  

CHELMSFORD  

CM1 9PL  

Email: clerk@littlewalthamparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Representations from Little Waltham Parish Council 

In relation to the Licensing Application by LDN Wild Ltd for Wheelers Farm, 

Wheelers Hill, Little Waltham  

Little Waltham Parish Council wishes to make a formal representation in opposition 

to the two licensing applications for Wheelers Farm, Wheelers Hill, Little Waltham, as 

applied for by LDN Wild Ltd. The Parish Council would like to object on the grounds 

of public safety and noise and public nuisance.  

The Parish Council understands that the venue currently has a licence for six events 

per year. The Parish Council is objecting to proposing the increase to capacity to 

4,999 for each event, and the additional application for a 7,500 person event in 2027. 



The Parish Council considers that the applications would undermine the following 

licensing objectives:  

Public Safety 

Wheelers Farm is accessed via Wheelers Hill and Essex Regiment Way, including 

rural sections which are fast-moving, unlit and without pavements. The surrounding 

infrastructure has not been constructed to accommodate events for several thousand 

people.  

Increasing the capacity to 4,999 for each event will significantly increase traffic, 

congestion, potential for unsafe parking and pedestrian movements, with potential 

delays to emergency vehicles and impacting routes serving Broomfield Hospital.  

The proposed 7,500 person event presents an even greater public safety concern 

due to the sheer volume of people. The Parish Council would like clarification about 

whether the site could safely sustain this amount of people, and how the venue 

would plan to deal with the traffic management due to the volume of vehicles, 

coaches and taxis that an event for 7,500 would attract.  

The Parish Council have concerns due to the location of the venue about 4,999 or 

7,500 people being able to safely leave the venue in an emergency situation.  

Prevention of Public Nuisance 

The proposed live and recorded music, together with up to 4,999 attendees (or 

7,500) and alcohol sales until 23:00, will inevitably increase noise and disturbance 

from music, traffic, vehicles and people arriving and leaving the site.  

The events will greatly affect the quality of life for local residents, as they will have a 

detrimental effect on the tranquillity and peacefulness of our village. Our community 

prides itself on being a place where individuals can find solace and respite from the 

noise and stress of urban life. Allowing such disruptive events to take place in our 

immediate vicinity would undermine that sense of serenity and have a negative 

impact on our residents overall quality of life. The potential increase in noise, and 

anti-social behaviour associated with late night events can cause undue stress and 

anxiety for individuals, particularly elderly residents and families with young children. 

Furthermore, the consumption of alcohol in large quantities can lead to an escalation 

in incidents of public intoxication, violence and property damage, further escalating 

the safety of our community.  

Prevention of Crime and Disorder 

The combination of significantly increased attendance, alcohol sales and 

entertainment creates an increased risk of anti-social behaviour, disorder and 

littering in the area, particularly during the arrival and late-evening departure of 

attendees.  

Number of events 

The Parish Council requests clarification as to whether the application for the 7,500 

person event in 2027 (if granted) would be is included within the six events permitted 



under the second application, or whether it would be an additional seventh event. If 

the Council decide to permit any application, then the Parish Council wish to request 

that the limit for a maximum of six events per year is upheld.  

Conclusion 

Little Waltham Parish Council considers that the proposed increase in capacity 

represents a significant intensification of activity at Wheelers Farm and would have 

an unacceptable impact on the local community.  

The Parish Council therefore objects to the applications in their current form and 

requests that Chelmsford City Council refuse both of the applications. 

Representation 7 : 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing to express my full support for the licensing application for the premises. 

I am a resident at 11 Oak Manor View, Chelmsford, Essex, CM3 1GZ, which is 

approximately three miles from the venue. I have lived in the area for around five 

years and regularly visit and pass by the venue. 

In my experience, the venue is a great asset to the local community. I believe it 

provides a positive environment for local residents and contributes to the community 

in a beneficial way. 

I have also found the staff to be great, very friendly, efficient and professional. My 

experiences with the venue and its staff have been positive, and I have no concerns 

about the way the premises is operated. 

Prevention of Crime and Disorder 

I support the continued operation of the premises and believe that the venue is 

managed responsibly. In my experience, the staff are professional and efficient, 

which gives me confidence that the premises is operated in an appropriate manner. 

Prevention of Public Nuisance 

Having regularly visited the venue, I have found it to be a positive presence within 

the community. I have not experienced the premises as causing a public nuisance 

and believe that its continued operation is beneficial to the local area. 

Protection of Children from Harm 

I support the responsible operation of the premises and have confidence in the staff 

and management to maintain appropriate standards and ensure the venue operates 

responsibly. 

Public Safety 

The professional and efficient approach of the staff gives me confidence that the 

premises is managed with the safety of customers and the wider community in mind. 



Overall, I believe the venue is a positive asset to the community. I fully support the 

licensing application and would encourage the licensing authority to allow the 

premises to continue operating. 

Thank you for taking my views into consideration. 

This is in relation to both.  

Yours faithfully, 

Kane Beaumont 

11 Oak Manor View 

Chelmsford, Essex 

CM3 1GZ 

Representation 8 : M 

01223 328933 

mriordan@richardbuxton.co.uk 

gotighearnaigh@richardbuxton.co.uk 

Our ref: SAM1/1 (MWR) 

Wheelers Farm – LDN Wild Ltd – premises licence application 103084102 P1 

Representation on behalf of 

1. We are instructed by  of 

Little Waltham, Chelmsford, CM3 3LZ. This representation is made on  behalf as an 

"other person" within s 13(3) of the Licensing Act 2003 (“LA 2003”). 

2. Mr  objects to this application and asks that it be refused. Mr

 wishes to be heard on the application. 

3. Our client's home is located a short distance east of the application site at

Wheelers Farm, Wheelers Hill, Little Waltham, Chelmsford, CM3 3LZ (“the 

Premises”). 

Licensing history 

4. A brief history of the licensing of the Premises is useful to set the scene:

a. In 2021, premises licenses were granted to Nu Future Ltd (21/00210/LAPRE) and

BJP Productions Ltd (21/00207/LAPRE) for up to 5,000 attendees. 

b. Essex Police applied for a review in September/October 2021 and on 3 December

2021, the review was determined and new conditions were imposed, including a cap 

of 1,500 attendees. 

c. In 2022, a licence was granted to Regala Properties Ltd (22/00152/LAPRE) for six

events per year capped at 1,500 attendees. 



d. In January 2024, LDN Wild Ltd applied for a new premises licence with no limit on

the number of events of up to 3,000 attendees. On 20 March 2024, a new licence 

was granted to LDN Wild Ltd for six event days per year: two of 3,000 attendees, two 

of 1,500 attendees, and two of 1,000 attendees. 

e. In September 2025, LDN Wild Ltd applied for a new licence to run alongside the

existing licence. On 6 November 2025, a time-limited licence for two events during 

2026 of 5,000 attendees was granted to operate alongside the existing licence with a 

total limit of six events in the year. 

5. As we understand it, the operational licence is the 2024 licence (as amended) of

six event days per year, two of 3,000 attendees, two of 1,500 attendees, and two of 

1,000 attendees. 

The application 

6. The application, designated P1 by the applicant and dated 13 August 2026, seeks

a new premises licence permitting six events a year — two at a capacity of 4,999 

patrons, two at 3,000 and two at 1,500 — between 1 May and 31 October each year, 

none exceeding 13 hours in duration. It is not time limited. The application essentially 

seeks to solidify (i.e. make permanent) the time-limited licence granted in 2025 to 

allow two events at a capacity of 5,000 patrons during 2026. 

7. In conjunction with the companion T1 application, the applicant seeks also to

increase the number of events per year to seven, reflecting the applicant’s approach 

of incrementally increasing the capacity of events at the Premises year-on-year. 

Objection 

8. Our client objects to the application (and the companion application “T1”), on the

basis that it fails to promote the licensing objectives, as explained below. 

Our client’s experience of the events 

Noise 

9. During events at the Premises, music and amplified speech are audible inside Mr

 home. This has caused him and his family to abandon outdoor areas and resort to 

noise-cancelling headphones inside. The bass and low frequency component of the 

noise is the particular problem – Mr  notes that it feels as though the house is 

shaking with the vibrations of the music. 

10. Following the excessive noise during the event on 13 June 2026 and the

disturbance caused, Mr  felt ill for a few days. 

11. The repeated interference with Mr  enjoyment of his home causes

distress and annoyance. Put simply, Mr  considers that the events are too loud and 

too frequent. 

Capacity 

12. Mr  is concerned at the incremental increases in the capacity of events

at the Premises (from 1,500 in 2022, to 3,000 in 2024, to 5,000 in 2026) and the 



associated incremental increases in the adverse effects of the events on local 

residents. 

13. Mr  has been told by a neighbour that a police officer had indicated that

the capacity for the event on 13 June 2026 was exceeded by 2,000 patrons. 

Without verified attendance evidence, Mr  has no faith that the events are being 

managed appropriately. Regardless, Mr  considers that the events have become too 

large for the Premises. 

Access restrictions 

14. Road closures have been implemented at recent events to address public safety

issues with previous events. However, those closures affect local residents. 

15. Mr  has been refused entry, including with his pregnant daughter, who

was forced into a 20-minute detour to reach a property she could otherwise reach in 

under a minute. 

16. The traffic measures put in place are similar to emergency measures – and Mr

 considers that a festival is not an emergency, and residents should not have 

access to their own homes restricted or diverted for a commercial event seven 

times during the summer months. 

Dispersal and highway safety 

17. Mr  has observed large numbers of pedestrians, many plainly

intoxicated, walking on and beside the A130 (Essex Regiment Way) and Wheelers 

Hill to and from the site. Mr  observed young people walking in the middle of the 

carriageway, lighting their way with mobile phones and passing close to moving 

traffic. A neighbour witnessed young people lying in the road intoxicated. 

Drug and alcohol misuse and antisocial behaviour 

18. Mr  has found used nitrous oxide cannisters discarded immediately

outside his gates, and substance use directly outside his home. Attendees have 

been observed openly urinated on the roadside outside his home, and other 

residents have been threatened by attendees after being asked to move a car. 

Summary of concerns 

19. Mr  central concern is that events at the Premises have become too

large, too loud, and too frequent. 

20. The limits set in 2022 (of six events limited to 1,500 patrons) were sensible and

reasonable, and continue to be so. The extensions since then have made the events 

untenable. The application (and its companion) takes these incremental increases to 

the extreme, and at some point the Committee must join with Mr  and his 

neighbours and say ‘enough is enough’. 

Evidence 



21. The Committee recorded in November 2025 that "all decisions on licensing

applications must be evidence based". The evidential basis in relation to this 

application does not support granting it. In particular: 

a. Attendance is not verified. By its response to request IR13811 dated 4 September

2026 the Council confirmed that it "does not hold records showing final attendance 

figures for each event" held since 2024, and that it has not been necessary to obtain 

or retain such evidence. Compliance with the capacity conditions — which the 

Committee described in March 2024 as fundamental — is therefore unverified. An 

application to raise those capacities cannot rest on an assumption of compliance 

with the existing ones. 

b. The 2025 grant was a trial. The licence granted on 3 November 2025 ran from 1

January 2026 to 1 September 2026 and authorised two events of no more than 

5,000. That limitation does not appear in the decision letter but appears in the 

committee report and the minutes. The two events were held on 13 June and 30 

August 2026 and the licence has expired. This application does not maintain a 

settled position: it converts a trial into a permanent entitlement. 

c. The reasoning in November 2025 rested on a silence. The Committee concluded

that "the absence of any formal objection from the responsible authority indicated 

that the existing controls were functioning effectively". We expect that Environmental 

Health and Essex Police will object to this application. 

d. The premise of the 2024 grant cannot be maintained. The Committee recorded in

March 2024 that there had been "no significant issues with events taking place since 

2021". Whatever its accuracy then, it is not a finding available now, based on the 

evidence. 

22. Further, our client relies on the following evidence relevant to the licensing

objectives. 

The prevention of public nuisance 

23. There has been a continued history of noise complaints from the community in

relation to events held at the Premises, since they began in 2021. Mr  complained 

about noise from the Premises from the event on 13 June 2026, and Little Waltham 

Parish Council reported that noise complaints had followed events in 2025. It is 

clear that the applicant has not resolved the noise issues that are inherent in hosting 

events at the Premises, and that continued events will continue to cause noise 

disturbance to residents, such that they have caused, and will continue to cause, a 

public nuisance. 

24. Following Mr  complaint on 13 June 2026 the Council’s

Environmental Health Officer and the applicant's acoustic consultant together 

attended Mr  home. The consultant's contemporaneous record of the 

measurement taken between 21:34 and 21:50 reads: 

Measured level, LAeq,T dB: 61.6 



Low Frequency Noise Control 63Hz, dBZ: 77.9 125Hz, dBZ: 47.6 

"Music clearly audible. Low frequency and mid-range clearly audible … 50hz noted 

to be prominent … We are within criteria however low frequency content is very 

prominent. Please attenuate 63hz by >6dB." 

25. The criterion recorded at the head of that report is "63Hz <70dBz" i.e. a limit of

70dBz for noise at 63Hz. The measured figure of 77.9 dBZ exceeds it by 7.9 dB. The 

consultant's narrative says "within criteria", however on the face of the report the 

statement that the noise was “within criteria” can only address the A-weighted figure 

of 61.6 dB. The low frequency component was not within the criterion because it 

exceeded it. 

26. The exceedance was measured at a residential receptor, in the presence of the

responsible authority. It was corrected only because our client complained. And a 

further complaint from the same area that evening was not attended, the consultant 

recording that "the EHO deemed a standard response would suffice". 

27. It does not appear that the applicant is able to comply with limitations on noise

for events at the Premises, under the current licence arrangements. Accordingly, 

they should not be allowed to increase the capacity and number of events, as sought 

in this application (and its companion application). 

Public safety 

28. On 3 December 2021 the Committee found that public safety had been "seriously

compromised" by an event on 4 September 2021, that Essex Police had closed 

Essex Regiment Way for approximately one hour and fifty minutes, and that patrons 

had walked on and across that road having parked on its verges. It concluded that 

1,500 was the capacity at which the licensing objectives would not be undermined at 

this location. 

29. Measures introduced for the 2025 and 2026 events — a temporary traffic

regulation order, a clearway, CSAS officers, coaches and restricted taxi pick-ups — 

are an improvement on that situation, however that improvement is mitigation of a 

risk inherent in the location: a single access point on a rural lane some 150 metres 

from a roundabout on the A130. The measures are extensive because the network is 

not suited to events of this scale, and each increase in capacity increases the 

consequence of any failure of them. Those are measures that have a material impact 

on local residents, who during past events have been refused access to and from 

their homes during events. 

30. The Committee can have no confidence that these measures:

a. Can adequately mitigate the risk to public safety caused by the increase in

capacity sought (of 2,000 more patrons than the currently permitted maximum); and 

b. Are appropriate to impose on local residents seven times during the five-month

summer period. 



31. In November 2025 the Committee expressly relied on a condition requiring that a

traffic and event management plan be submitted to the Safety Advisory Group before 

any event, and "that no event would take place without the necessary consent from 

the SAG, meaning that there must be no outstanding written objections". It described 

this as "an effective regulation measure". 

32. Proposed condition 9 changes that approach, and only requires a plan to be

submitted to the Licensing Authority, Essex Police and Essex County Council 

Highways at least ten weeks beforehand, and provides that licensable activity "shall 

not take place if any of these object to the traffic management plan in writing within 6 

weeks of submission and that objection is not rescinded". 

33. There are three changes. The Safety Advisory Group is removed from the

mechanism, so the multi-agency forum which has considered every event at this site 

since 2021 – including the Fire and Rescue Service, ambulance provision, Greater 

Anglia and the Parish Council – no longer has any role in the condition. Positive 

consent is replaced by the absence of objection, so silence operates as approval. 

And the objection window is closed at six weeks, after which an objection, however 

well-founded and however late the information giving rise to it, does not bite. 

34. The Committee should not accept the removal of the safeguard it identified as

effective ten months ago in this application which seeks to make 2026’s temporary 

arrangement permanent and increase the number of events. 

The prevention of crime and disorder 

35. Our client instructed licensed investigators to attend the events of 22, 29 and 30

August 2026. In summary they record: 

a. items consistent with drug packaging discarded within the event area on each of

the three days; 

b. individuals openly smoking hand-rolled cigarettes consistent in appearance and

odour with cannabis, and on 29 August a person passing such an item to another; 

c. on 30 August, a suspected hand-to-hand transfer at the toilet area, repeated

occupation of single toilet cubicles by more than one person, and two unsolicited 

remarks to investigators consistent with references to cocaine; 

d. numerous attendees appearing unwell or under the influence, an ambulance and

medics in attendance, and an emergency response in the field late in the event of 30 

August. 

36. We do not seek to overstate the severity of this evidence and it is acknowledged

that no evidence was observed of dealing – the observations are of open use and of 

items consistent with use, not of supply. The events were staffed with security, 

stewards and medical provision. 

37. However, proposed condition 9 requires a zero-tolerance drugs policy including

"searching practices upon entry", "scrutiny of spaces including toilets or outside 

areas" 



and "steps taken to discourage and disrupt drug use". Conditions in substantially 

those terms have been attached to the licences at this site since 2022. The August 

2026 observations describe precisely the conduct those conditions are directed at, 

occurring openly, at the final events held under the licence now sought to be made 

permanent. 38. This is the first independent record of what occurs at these events 

since 2021. The Committee has, on each of the last two occasions, been invited to 

grant on the footing that recent events passed without significant issue. It is clear 

that the conditions on existing and expired licences directed at the prevention of 

crime and disorder have not achieved their aims, and should not be relied upon. 

Technical/drafting issues 

39. The proposed conditions include two sets of numbers – i.e. there are two “1”s,

etc. If the application is to be granted, that must be addressed. In this representation 

the proposed conditions are referred to as “1.1”, “1.2”, etc for the first set of 

conditions, and “2.1”, “2.2”, etc for the second set. 

Proposed condition 1.2 

40. Proposed condition 1.2 provides that amplified sound "will not cause a nuisance

outside the boundary of the site between 2300 hours and 1100 hours". 

41. As drafted, that prohibits nuisance only between 11pm and 11am — that is,

during the hours when no licensable activity is permitted. It imposes no prohibition at 

all during the hours when events actually take place. The equivalent condition 

offered with the companion application T1 is expressed the other way round, 

"between 11.00 hours and 23:00 hours". 

42. We anticipate that this is an error and the application is intended to operate in the

same was as application T1. 

43. However, regardless of that drafting error, it is unclear why the condition only

seeks to prevent a nuisance during specified hours. If the application is to be 

granted, then it would be reasonable to require the licence conditions to prevent 

nuisance at any time. 

Proposed condition 1.4 

44. Proposed condition 1.4 sets a variable music noise limit – of 65dB LAeq,15min

for three events under the permanent licence (plus the event authorised under the 

temporary licence), and 15 dB LAeq,15min above the background noise level for 

other events. 

45. This does not comply with the 1995 Code of Practice on Environmental Noise

Control at Concerts (“the Pop Code”) which provides that for seven concert days per 

year, the limit for all events should be the lower limit of 15dB above background. 

46. In this context, the background noise levels have previously been observed to be

approximately 30dB LA90. The difference between the music noise limits at any 

noise sensitive location that the Pop Code would suggest for all events proposed 



(approximately 45dB LAeq,15min) are significantly lower (by 20dB) than what the 

applicant proposes for four events (65dB LAeq,15min). 47. A difference of 10dB is 

perceptively a doubling of noise, and so the applicants are seeking the Committee’s 

authorisation to cause noise which is four times as loud as what the relevant 

guidance would suggest, three times per year (and four times in 2027). 

Proposed condition 1.5 

48. Proposed condition 1.5 requires only that "a low frequency music noise control

strategy shall be included as part of the NMP and shall be submitted to, and 

approved in writing by Chelmsford City Council". No numerical low frequency limit 

appears anywhere in the proposed conditions. The 70 dBZ figure applied by the 

consultant on 13 June derives from that strategy, not from the licence. Accordingly 

there is no proposed enforceable condition in relation to low frequency noise. 

49. The one documented instance of low frequency measurement at our client's

home, which exceeded the applicable figure by nearly 8 dB, would, if repeated under 

terms of the licence sought, not have been an enforcement breach of condition. 

50. Our client considers that the low frequency component is the characteristic of

these events which carries most prevalently into his home, which correlates with the 

applicant’s consultant's observations on 13 June, 24 May and 23 May 2026. 

51. If the application is to be granted, then it would be reasonable to have conditions

restricting low frequency noise to specified limits. 

Proposed condition 2.2 

52. Proposed condition 2.2 permit events of up to 13 hours in duration. The licence

application seeks authorisation for licensable activity between 13:00 and 23:00 — 

ten hours. A 13-hour day implies a start at or about 10:00. 

53. The application appears to seek authority (in the conditions) for an operating day

three hours longer than the present licence permits, and the Committee will wish to 

know what is proposed to happen in those hours, and from what time amplified 

sound will be produced. 

54. This discrepancy must be clarified.

No surrender condition 

55. The application does not propose a surrender of existing licence, which must be

included (as with previous grants in relation to the Premises). 

Plan non-compliance with Regulations 

56. The red line outline on the plan does not comply with reg 23, Licensing Act 2003

(Premises licences and club premises certificates) Regulations 2005 because: 

a. It is not clear and legible in all material respects – reg 23(2);

b. It does not show the location of points of access to and egress from the Premises

– reg 23(3)(b);



c. It does not show fixed structures or similar objects temporarily in a fixed location

which may impact on the ability to use exits or escape routes without impediment – 

reg 23(3)(e); and 

d. It does not show the location of the stage or raised area – reg 23(3)(f).

Conclusion 

57. Mr  asks that the application is refused. This request is based on

evidence relevant to the licensing objectives. In the alternative, Mr  asks that 

appropriate conditions are imposed to address the issues raised in this letter. 

58. Mr  wishes to be heard on the application and we ask that a hearing be

held under s 18(3)(a), LA 2003 and that he and his representatives be permitted to 

attend and to question other parties. 

59. We ask that this representation and the documents referred to in it be

reproduced in full in the agenda pack placed before the Committee. We would be 

grateful for written acknowledgement of receipt and for confirmation of the hearing 

date in due course. 

Yours faithfully 

RICHARD BUXTON SOLICITORS 

Representation 9 : Lewis Mould 

Dear Alex, 

I am the chair of the Safety Advisory Group (SAG) for events that take place within 

the Chelmsford City Council area. 

In my capacity of chair of the SAG, I wish to make a representation regarding the two 

applications made by LDN Wild at Wheelers Farm. My representation relates to 

public safety, but is not an objection, and is submitted instead to provide some 

information and context on the engagement between the organisers and the SAG 

members. 

The organisers and their representatives have engaged with the SAG process over 

recent years and have been receptive to comments and advice from the various 

agencies in the group including Chelmsford City Council, Essex Police and Essex 



Highways. This advice has led to changes in operating plans to assist in events 

being run in a safe manner, and in accordance with the licensing objectives and 

relevant licence conditions. This representation is made to allow members of the 

Licensing Committee to clarify with me, as the Chair of the SAG and the responsible 

authority for the Licensing Authority, any matters that may arise during any hearing 

for these applications. 

The applicant has agreed to a proposed condition that I have put forward to clarify 

that there will be a maximum of 6 events per year across the two premises licence (if 

these are granted). 

There is concern held about the increase in capacity both for the time limited event in 

2027 application, and for the permanent licence application, in terms of public safety 

and access to and from the site. However, I would confirm that I do not hold 

substantiated evidence that the proposals will not comply with the licensing 

objectives and so am not in a position to object to these applications. 

Regards, 

Lewis Mould 

Public Health and Protection Services Manager 

Public Health and Protection Services, Sustainable Communities 

Chelmsford City Council 

Tel: 01245 606439 

Email: lewis.mould@chelmsford.gov.uk 

Civic Centre, Duke Street, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 1JE 

Web: www.chelmsford.gov.uk 

mailto:lewis.mould@chelmsford.gov.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chelmsford.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAlex.WILSON%40chelmsford.gov.uk%7Ce61bb70fd5ac45fbffdc08df0f4978d5%7C8c8071cbadb14998863ef27d706bec3b%7C0%7C0%7C639246480388347953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CYoeClZWL2pkzB9KSrxIUHdUquv9mtvLarkklwOk15c%3D&reserved=0
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