Cabinet CAB18 14 October 2025

MINUTES OF
CHELMSFORD CITY COUNCIL CABINET

on 14 October 2025 at 7pm

Present:

Cabinet Members

Councillor S Robinson, Leader of the Council (Chair)
Councillor L Foster, Deputy Leader of the Council
Councillor C Davidson, Cabinet Member for Finance
Councillor N Dudley, Cabinet Member for an Active Chelmsford
Councillor D Eley, Cabinet Member for a Safer Chelmsford
Councillor S Goldman, Cabinet Member for Economic Development and Property
Councillor R Moore, Cabinet Member for a Greener Chelmsford

Cabinet Deputies

Councillor J Lardge, Cabinet Deputy for Cultural Services

Opposition Spokespersons

Councillors G Bonnett, J Jeapes, J Potter, J. Raven, M. Steel, A. Thorpe-Apps and R.
Whitehead

Also present: Councillors H. Clark and A. Sosin

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Armstrong, Hawkins, Hyland, Sherlock
and Wilson.

2. Declarations of Interest

Members of the Cabinet were reminded to declare at the appropriate time any interests in any
of the items of business on the meeting’s agenda.

3. Minutes and Decisions Called-in

The minutes of the meeting on 10 September 2025 were confirmed as a correct record. No
decisions had been called in.
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4. Public Questions

No public questions had been submitted for the meeting.
5. Members’ Questions

No questions were asked at this point of the meeting.

6.1 Mid-Year Financial Review 2025/26 (Finance)

Declarations of interest:
None.

Summary:

The Cabinet were provided with an update on the Council’s overall financial outlook for current
and future years and were requested to agree or vary the proposals contained within the
report. The Cabinet were informed of the financial forecast and that it would be used as a
basis to prepare the 2026/27 budget. The Cabinet were also asked to approve an additional
£40k spend on the Local Plan and the amended capital programme.

Options:

To agree or vary the proposals contained within this report whilst paying regard to the financial
sustainability of any amendments.

Preferred option and reasons:
The preferred option was to accept the report’s projections and recommendations. The report
outlined the likely financial outcomes based on current approved policy and budgets.

Discussion:

The Cabinet heard that the Council’s financial position looked more positive, than in October
last year, but that the Local Government financial settlement due in December would still be
a key indicator for finances over the next few years and it was hoped this would provide
positive news. In response to a question about limitations on spending and disposals ahead
of LGR, it was noted that some restrictions were expected around October 2026, with further
restrictions once the new shadow authorities were in place in May 2027. The Cabinet heard
that the restrictions would prevent expenditure or sales over a set amount, but that the set
amount could be changed by a future Joint Committee or the Shadow Authority if agreed.

RESOLVED that Cabinet;
1. Noted the financial forecast to be used as a basis to prepare the 2026/27 budget.
2. Approved an additional £40k on the Local Plan, above the £200k which had already
been approved under delegation.

3. Approved the amendments to the Capital Programme as set out in Appendix 2.

(7.01pm to 7.11pm)
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7.1 Publication of revisions to the Chelmsford Local Development Scheme
(LDS) (Greener Chelmsford)

Declarations of interest:
None.

Summary:

The Cabinet were asked to consider the revised LDS for approval and publication, following it
being recommended by the Chelmsford Policy Board on 25" September 2025. It was noted
that the LDS set out the programme of work for the preparation of statutory and non-statutory
development plan documents for the period of 2025-28.

Options:

To approve or not approve the revised Local Development Scheme for publication.

Preferred option and reasons:

To accept the recommendation from the Chelmsford Policy Board to approve and publish the
revised LDS. The Council is required to publish an up-to-date LDS and this would also allow
additional sites to be consulted on to assist with demonstrating a five-year housing land

supply.
Discussion:

The Cabinet heard that the document set out how the Council would consult and connect with
residents, to build stronger and more resilient communities and that the updated timeline
responded to recent national policy changes, local housing need and changes to infrastructure
delivery. It was noted that the updated scheme would ensure the Council would continue to
meet obligations, enable new sites to be consulted upon and was a pragmatic step to keep
the Council on track to deliver a sound, inclusive and environmentally responsible Local Plan.
The Policy Board and officers were thanked for considering and recommending the report at
their recent meeting.

RESOLVED that Cabinet approved the revised Local Development Scheme for publication.

(7.12pm to 7.16pm)
8. Urgent Business
There were no items of urgent business.
9. Reports to Council
No items were subject of recommendations to Council.
The meeting closed at 7.16pm

Chair



