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Chelmsford City Council Licensing Committee 

DATE: 1st June 2026 
 

LICENSING ACT 2003 – APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES 
LICENCE: 212 WATCHOUSE ROAD, GALLEYWOOD, 
CHELMSFORD, CM2 8NF 
 

Report by: Director of Sustainable Communities 
 

Officer Contact:  
Simon Parnham, Licensing Officer, Simon.Parnham@chelmsford.gov.uk, 01245 606727 

 

Purpose 
 
The purpose of this report is for Members to consider an application made by Menaka 
Sugirtharajan under section 17 of the Licensing Act 2003 for the grant of a premises licence 
in respect of 212 Watchouse Road, Galleywood, Chelmsford, CM2 8NF, having regard to 
the representations received and the requirement to promote the four licensing objectives. 
These are: 
 
a) The prevention of crime and disorder 
b) Public Safety 
c) The prevention of public nuisance 
d) The protection of children from harm 

 

Recommendations 
 

Where relevant representations have been received, Members must take such steps as they 

consider appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives. The available options are.  

1. to grant the licence subject to conditions consistent with the operating schedule, 
modified to such extent as the authority considers appropriate,  

2. to exclude from the scope of the licence any of the licensable activities to which the 
application relates,  

3. to refuse to specify a person in the application as the designated premises 
supervisor, and  

4. to reject the application. 

mailto:Simon.Parnham@chelmsford.gov.uk
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Any party aggrieved by the decision of the Licensing Committee may appeal to the 

Magistrates’ Court within 21 days of notification of the decision. 

 
 

1.  Background and Introduction 
 

1.1 The premises is located along Watchouse Road and is in a residential area. A 
map is provided as Appendix A for reference. 

  

2. Application 
 
2.1 The application has been properly given in accordance with The Licensing Act 

2003 and all procedures correctly followed. The completed application form is 
attached as Appendix B  

 
2.2     The application form for the premises licence was received on the 7th April 2026, 

and correctly advertised by placing blue public notices at the premises, by 
publication in a local paper and on Chelmsford City Council’s website. 

 
2.3      The application seeks authorisation for the sale of alcohol Monday to Saturday 

between 07:00 and 23:00 and Sunday between 08:00 and 22:00. Plans of the 
premises have also been submitted and are attached as Appendix C. 

 
 

2.4  Menaka Sugirtharajan is the proposed designated premises supervisor and 
holds a personal licence issued by Redbridge Council. 

 
2.5 Members are asked to note that as this report is available in the public 

domain, personal details have been redacted from some documents.  
However, both the Authority and the applicant have received complete copies 
of all documents. 

 

3.  Representations  
 
3.1 During the course of the application, Chelmsford City Council, in line with the 

Act, sent a copy of the application to all responsible authorities. 
 
3.2 During the consultation period, sixteen (16) representations objecting to the 

application were received. One representation was submitted by the Parish 
Council. No representations were received from responsible authorities. 
Copies of the representations are attached as Appendix D. 

 
 

4. Conclusion 

 
4.1  Members are reminded to determine the application with regard to the 

Licensing Act 2003, the statutory guidance issued under section 182 of the 
Act, the Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy, and the representations 
made. 
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4.2  The application has been properly given in accordance with the Licensing Act 
2003 and all procedures correctly followed. 

 
4.3  At the conclusion of this hearing, members are advised to consider the 

options set out in the recommendations section at the beginning of this report.        
            

Appendices: 
 

• Appendix A – Map 

• Appendix B - Premises Licence Application 

• Appendix C – Plans 

• Appendix D – Representations 

Background reading: 

Application held by licensing authority  

 

 

Corporate Implications 
 

Legal/Constitutional: The Licensing Committee is acting in accordance with its 

powers under the Licensing Act 2003 and the Council’s Constitution. The hearing 

has been convened in compliance with statutory procedures. Any party to the 

proceedings has the right to appeal the decision to the Magistrates’ Court within 21 

days of formal notification. 

Financial: There are no direct financial implications arising from the determination of 

this application. However, the outcome may have an indirect impact on local 

economic activity and business rates. 

Potential impact on climate change and the environment: No specific 

implications relating to climate change or the environment have been identified 

arising directly from this report 

Contribution toward achieving a net zero carbon position by 2030: The decision 

on this application is not expected to directly influence the Council’s net zero carbon 

target. Sustainable operating practices by the applicant may indirectly support 

environmental objectives. 

Personnel: There are no personnel implications associated with this report. 

Licensing staff have processed the application as part of their normal duties. 

Risk Management: The Licensing Committee must ensure that its decision is made 

in accordance with the Licensing Act 2003, relevant statutory guidance, and the 

Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy. This minimises the risk of legal challenge by 

way of appeal or judicial review. 
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Equality and Diversity: The application has been considered in line with the 

Council’s duties under the Equality Act 2010. No equality or diversity concerns have 

been identified at this stage. 

Health and Safety: There are no direct health and safety implications from this 

report. However, public safety is a core licensing objective that must be considered 

in determining the application. 

Digital: None. 

Other: None. 

 

Consultees:  

 

As required by the Licensing Act 2003 
 

Relevant Policies and Strategies:  

Statement of Licensing Policy 
 

 



Appendix A 
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I'm writing to raise another formal objection to the licensing application for the new shop at 212 Watchouse 
Road CM2 8NF. 

My objections are: 

Under licensing objective “the prevention of crime and disorder” 

1/ their proposed alcohol license time of 7am - 11pm mon- fri and 8am - 10pm sun, sit outside of their 
proposed opening times which are listed on the application as 7am - 10pm mon - fri and 8am - 9pm sun. Why 
would they need a license to sell alcohol outside of their opening times. This suggests they are unlikely to stick 
to their stated opening times and are likely to be selling alcohol later than stated. 

2/ - the Coop on Barnard Road constantly has issues and frequent police call outs due to their customers 
behaving poorly and causing anti social behaviour and because of how they treat the local residents. This is 
not something that should be emulated in a fully residential area. 

Under licensing objective “prevention of public nuisance”  

1/ their license application times are excessive. This is a residential area which already has a small Morrisons, 
Coop and little Tescos within 5 minutes (none have the ability to sell alcohol as early as this licensing proposal 
is asking for). If established national shops are not trusted to sell alcohol from early morning to late night why 
would an unproven applicant be approved to sell alcohol at these times. Who needs to buy alcohol at 7am or 
even 10am. I feel the shopkeeper is encouraging alcohol misuse by selling alcohol at unsociable times.  

2/ The shop does not have much parking and therefore customers are likely to park in front of other houses, 
potentially blocking them in, or damaging/loitering on their property. They have yet to install any bins outside of 
the shop and this will cause customers to leave rubbish outside on the pavement, street or on peoples private 
property.  

3/ - off licenses inevitably have people loitering outside. This will be disruptive to the neighbours and residents. 
Particularly if they are under the influence, smoking, being loud at 10/11pm during the week. The previous 
shop was closed late afternoon and we never had any issues before. 

4/ A sweet shop/corner shop would be welcome but the owners clear lack of consideration for their 
neighbours at wanting to open such long hours demonstrates their only consideration is their business. This is 
a nice, clean residential area which rarely has any issues. The long licensing hours are going to change this and 
impact the local community, children and emergency services in a negative way.  

Under the licensing objective “public safety”  

1/ this is currently a quiet residential area, which is surrounded by homes, the selling of alcohol is neither 
required nor wanted. This would be the only licensed premises in the area that would be allowed to sell 
alcohol this early. This will encourage those who want to drink alcohol to come out of their way to buy it this 
early. Due to the late application this may encourage those drinking at home to drink drive to go to the shop 
and purchase alcohol to continue their evening. Which is a serious safety issue 

Under licensing objective “the protection of children from harm” 

1/ When the previous application was granted last year, the licensing committee decided to agree the license 
from 8am so as to discourage antisocial behaviour. This is a terrible decision as 8am is the time the children 
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from Baddow High School walk past. I would suggest that alcohol sales is either kept in line with other local 
licensed shops or is from later in the day to discourage antisocial behaviour, particularly that could affect 
children. 

2/ The amount of additional cars this may encourage is a parking and safety issue. The kids going to school 
already worry me with crossing the road and messing around on the pavement as kids do. More cars and 
inconsiderate parking are only going to make this more dangerous.  

I hope that our objections are fully considered and the safety and peace of the local community is forefront of 
any decision making. 

Many thanks 

(1) 

Dear Sir/Madam 

I understand another application has been put forward for late night alcohol licence for the above premises. 

I have been a resident for over 40 years, myself and 18 residents apposed the first application that was put 
forward because of public safety, Lorrie’s coming and going, children in black uniforms walking nearby, Horses 
that graze in the field opposite and cross the road for access, and late night vehicles disturbing the neighbours 
with headlights in the winter months for Alcohol purchase. 

Why do planners IGNORE residents rights, when we the local people who have been living in this area are not 
listened too. 

 I OBJECT TO THIS LATEST APPlCATION   . 

(2) 

Dear Mr Parnham,   

I am writing to again formally object to the proposed development of an off-license at 212 Watchhouse Rd 
which is now attempting to increase its hours of business. As a resident of Galleywood, I continue to have 
serious concerns about the negative impact this establishment could have on the immediate community.    

The Galleywood neighbourhood is primarily residential, and the introduction of an extended hours off-license 
could lead to anti-social behaviour and will definitely lead to increased noise and risk of disturbances to the 
local residence, particularly late at night. And again I point out the presence of such a business may contribute 
to safety concerns for families and elderly residents, as well as potentially affecting the character and overall 
well-being of the area.   

I strongly urge the relevant authorities to reconsider granting any and all (present and future) permission for 
this establishment and to prioritise the interests of local residents who seek to maintain a peaceful and safe 
living environment for their community.   

I appreciate your time and consideration and would be grateful for any updates regarding the decision-making 
process.   

Sincerely,   

(3) 
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To Whom This May Concern, 

I am writing to submit a formal objection to the premises licence application for 212 Watchouse Road, 
Galleywood, Chelmsford, CM2 8NF.  

By way of background, I have first-hand experience of licensed premises, having lived in a pub where my 
Mother was the licensee for a number of years. This has given me a clear understanding of how alcohol 
licensing, operating hours, and customer behaviour can directly impact nearby residents. This experience also 
influenced my decision to move to this area, as I specifically chose a quiet residential village environment in 
order to avoid the disturbances associated with high levels of licensed activity and alcohol-related footfall. 

I am a local resident and wish to raise concerns under all four licensing objectives: the prevention of crime and 
disorder, public safety, the prevention of public nuisance, and the protection of children from harm. 

4. Prevention of Crime and Disorder 

The proposed alcohol licensing hours (07:00–23:00 Monday to Saturday and 08:00–22:00 Sunday) exceed the 
stated opening hours outlined elsewhere in the application. This inconsistency raises concerns that alcohol 
may be sold outside of the advertised operating times, indicating a lack of clarity and potential non-
compliance. 

Additionally, there are existing examples locally where shops selling alcohol have led to anti-social behaviour 
and regular police involvement (Co – Op, Barnard Road). Introducing another premises with extended alcohol 
hours in a quiet residential area risks increasing such issues, including loitering, public drinking, and 
disorderly conduct. 

The applicant was previously granted a licence with more restricted hours, which were carefully determined by 
the licensing committee. The decision to surrender that licence and reapply for extended hours gives the 
impression that the applicant is attempting to circumvent those safeguards, rather than demonstrate 
compliance with them. This raises legitimate concerns about their willingness to operate within agreed 
conditions. 

2. Prevention of Public Nuisance 

The proposed hours for alcohol sales are excessive for a residential area. Nearby established supermarkets 
operate with more limited alcohol sale hours, and there is no clear justification for alcohol being available 
from as early as 07:00am. This risks encouraging alcohol consumption at unsociable hours. Local established 
chain stores, including Tesco (Purbeck Court), The Co-Op (Barnard Road), and Morrisons Local (Watchouse 
Road), are not permitted to sell alcohol at such early hours. As a result, there is no justification for an 
independent, unproven applicant being granted more permissive conditions, particularly where this may 
encourage increased or inappropriate alcohol consumption. 

There are also concerns regarding: 

• Limited parking availability, which may result in customers blocking driveways or parking irresponsibly 
in residential streets. 

• A lack of provision for external waste bins, increasing the likelihood of littering in the surrounding area.  

• The high probability of customers congregating outside the premises, particularly in the evenings, 
leading to noise disturbance, smoking, and general disruption to nearby residents.  
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There is already very limited parking available in the immediate vicinity. The layby opposite is frequently full 
and has, at times, included abandoned or untaxed vehicles left for extended periods. This further 
demonstrates that the area is already under pressure, and any additional demand is likely to exacerbate 
existing parking and access issues. 

The previous use of this premises did not generate these issues due to more limited operating hours. The 
proposed changes are therefore likely to significantly alter the character and amenity of the area. 

There is also no clear evidence of need for extended alcohol sales in this location, particularly given the 
number of nearby shops already offering similar services within reasonable hours. The proposed extension 
appears excessive rather than necessary. 

3. Public Safety 

This is a quiet residential neighbourhood, and the introduction of extended alcohol sales presents avoidable 
risks. The early morning availability of alcohol may attract individuals from outside the immediate area, 
increasing traffic and activity at unsociable times. 

There is also concern that extended evening hours could encourage further alcohol consumption by 
individuals who have already been drinking, potentially increasing the risk of drink driving and other unsafe 
behaviours within the local area. 

4. Protection of Children from Harm 

A previous licence for this premises was granted only last year, with restricted hours for the sale of alcohol, 
including a later start time of 08:00. This was a deliberate decision by the licensing committee to mitigate the 
risk of antisocial behaviour and to protect the local community. 

It is therefore particularly concerning that the applicant has chosen to surrender that licence and reapply for 
significantly extended hours, including an earlier start time of 07:00. This suggests a clear intention to increase 
alcohol availability beyond what was previously considered appropriate and safe by the licensing authority. 

The justification for the original 08:00 start time remains highly relevant, especially given that this coincides 
with the time children are travelling to school, including those attending Baddow High School. Allowing 
alcohol sales from 07:00 would further extend availability into a time when children are present in the area, 
increasing the risk of exposure to antisocial behaviour and inappropriate activity. 

This change undermines the previous licensing decision and raises serious concerns regarding the protection 
of children from harm. I strongly believe that, at a minimum, any licence should reflect the previously  

approved hours, or preferably impose more restrictive conditions to safeguard children and the wider 
community. 

The increased traffic, potential for anti-social behaviour, and congregation of individuals outside a shop selling 
alcohol could expose children to inappropriate behaviour and create additional safety risks. 

Furthermore, increased parking pressure and vehicle movements may make the area more hazardous for 
children using the pavements and crossing the road. 

Conclusion 

While a local convenience shop would be a welcome addition to the area, the proposed scale and timing of 
alcohol sales are inappropriate for this residential location. This application seeks to extend alcohol sales 
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beyond what was previously approved by the licensing authority, despite those earlier restrictions being 
deliberately put in place to protect the community and, in particular, children. The decision to surrender the 
previous licence and reapply for longer hours raises serious concerns about the suitability of granting 
extended hours at this premises. 

I respectfully request that the licensing authority refuses the application or, at a minimum, restricts the hours 
for the sale of alcohol in line with or below those previously approved. I trust that the concerns of local 
residents will be given full and careful consideration, with priority given to maintaining the safety, wellbeing, 
and character of the community. The previous licence conditions were put in place for good reason. There has 
been no evidence presented to justify moving away from those safeguards. 

Yours faithfully, 

(4) 

Dear Simon, 

I am writing to formally object again, to the proposed granting of a premises licence for the sale of  

alcohol at 212 Watchouse Road, Galleywood, Chelmsford, CM2 8NF. 

I find it deeply concerning that the local authority is reconsidering this application to increase the  

hours that was granted on the first license application. As particularly given the high number of  

existing outlets nearby, including a Co-op, Morrisons closing at 10pm. There two public houses that  

close at 11pm — all the above are within walking distance. Whitin our community we feel there is  

already sufficient access to alcohol in the area. 

More are not needed; Plus, who goes out at 10pm for a drink. The only think I can think of this that  

there already drunk. Hence probably drink driving. 

My main concerns are as follows: 

5. Public Safety & Nuisance 

The proposed opening hours (up to 11pm Monday–Saturday and 10pm Sunday) are significantly later  

than most nearby shops, which generally close by 10pm. This extended schedule may attract late�night 
gatherings and result in increased foot and vehicle traffic to a quiet, residential part of  

Galleywood. 

2. Lack of Suitable Access and Parking 

There is no street parking available. Access to the shop is only via the driveway and no turning point  

plus, can only accommodate a maximum of four vehicles at a time. Cars reversing to exit the property  

will pose risks to pedestrians and nearby residents & school kids walking to the nearby great Baddow 

high school.  

Deliveries will further complicate access and increase disruption at 8am and 4pm. As for shop  
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manager to arrange a schedule for deliveries in the thick traffic in Chelmsford is in possible. 

3. Proximity to Schools & Sale to Minors 

The property sits directly on a key route to Great Baddow High School. I have personal concerns, as  

with many similar off-licences, about the irresponsible sale of alcohol and vape products to underage  

individuals. 

4. Impact on Local Residents 

The proposed premises directly adjoin residential homes, including families with young children  

whose bedrooms face the shop entrance. Late-night customers pulling in at 10:45pm will  

undoubtedly disturb residents’ peace and quiet. 

As the sale of alcohol late at night only brings loud noise & disruptive behaviour? 

6. Environmental Impact 

There are no provisions for waste disposal or rubbish bins, which may lead to littering. The area is  

currently peaceful and home to local wildlife, including a horse paddock opposite, birds, and squirrels  

— an environment that should be preserved. 

Granting this licence would undermine the safety, peace, and character of the community. I urge you  

to consider these concerns seriously in relation to the four licensing objectives under the Licensing  

Act 2003. 

7. Note  

As now the new occupiers of the 212 properties are at the refurbishment stage.  

They’re working hours within the controlled hours that Chelmsford council have set have not been  

Adera to, finishing their works round about 8pm 7 days a week Plus, I have video evidence of the  

above, & paying some of their workers & Co-workers in Cash??? 

I have also contracted the immigration service, (I am awaiting there reply) as sure some of their  

workers would fall under the Modern-day slavery campaign. As I have need see them have a break  

and their boss just stands over them all the time shouting and pointing what’s to be done next. 

Please let me know if you would like me to forward? 

Surely the owners of the above can’t be thrusted for the sale of Alcohol? As I believe it’s a privilege  

to get an alcohol license?  

They have already shown a disregard for building restrictions set buy Chelmsford council & being  

fraudulent to the HMRC. 

And the most important thing regarding the license of the sale of alcohol notice. 



                                          REPRESENTATIONS               Appendix D 
• Its seen one day not the next  

• You must walk thought a building site to even see it  

• When is been displayed on the actual shop window the shut is normal down  

• It’s even bean stuck on the skip? 

• It’s been like now you see it know you don’t  

Yet again this just show you how much the proprietor wishes to engage with Chelmsford council and the 
statute bodies and the local residence of Galleywood? 

(5) 

Galleywood Parish Council objects to these licencing hours for the following reasons: 

Prevention of crime and disorder: 

Existing problems with anti-social behaviour at other licenced premises in Galleywood. 

Recent damage to the public toilets and concern over damage to community assets located close to the new 
proposed licenced premises.  These include the village sign and pump, a traditional red telephone box now 
serving as a library, a post box, and the Mayors’ tree. 

The establishment of a licensed premises in this residential area could lead to various forms of anti-social 
behaviour.  

Public safety: 

The location of the premises is on a busy road to the nearby industrial site (with the routed sign posted from 
the A12).  HGV’s, tractors, and other farm equipment use this road regularly, along with vehicles making 
deliveries to the shop.  

The council is concerned about the increased volume of traffic and people visiting the shop. 

Prevention of public nuisance: 

The adjoining property may experience increased disturbance from people coming and going, car doors 
slamming, car radios, and additional light pollution from car headlights and shop lighting. 

The shop is in a residential area and on a bus route, within close proximity of the junction with Pipers Tye.  The 
Council would like to highlight the location of the premises and ask that the licencing committee review the 
attached photograph. 

The nearby Co-Op and Morrisons Daily are open 7 days a week.  If this application to sell alcohol is approved, 
it could cause noise and nuisance for the surrounding properties. Specifically, the adjoining property may 
experience increased disturbance from people coming and going, car doors slamming, car radios, and 
additional light pollution from car headlights, shop lighting and potentially any new signage that could require 
lighting in the future. 

Protection of children from harm: 

With the proposed opening hours, children in neighbouring properties will face additional noise and light, 
potentially affecting their health, wellbeing, and education due to disrupted sleep.  
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Considering this is a residential area, on a school route to both junior and senior schools, the Parish Council 
does not want to see alcohol promoted to children as they pass by.   

The increased traffic movements as previously mentioned, significantly alter the current peaceful and safe 
living environment, potentially exposing children and other residents to harmful situations or conditions.  

There is confusion over the shop opening hours in relation to the proposed licencing hours advertised locally. 

At the meeting of the GPC Planning and Highways meeting – five residents – who were representing the 
neighbours adjacent the premises came to the meeting to voice their objections to this Licensing Application. 

Please can you let me know you have received this email and the comments will be submitted.  

Kind regards 

(6) 

Good evening, 

I strongly object to the application for a late-night alcohol licence for 212 Watchouse Road. 

As a local resident whose property is currently on the market, I am very concerned that granting this licence 
will have a negative impact on the desirability of the area and potentially affect local property values. 

Also, extending alcohol sales late into the night is likely to lead to increased noise, disturbance, and anti-social 
behaviour, creating a public nuisance for nearby residents. In addition, there are concerns that it could 
contribute to crime and disorder within the neighbourhood.   

There is already a Co-op and a Tesco within walking distance of the proposed premises, local residents are 
already well served by existing convenience stores that sell alcohol.  There is no need for an additional late-
night alcohol outlet in the area. 

Galleywood is a homely and a valued residential community, and I feel that developments which enhance the 
area would be far more appropriate. I would welcome a business such as a quality deli or similar amenity that 
would positively contribute to the local environment. 

For these reasons, I strongly urge the council to refuse this application. 

Kind Regards 

(7) 

I wish to object to the application for a revised premises licence for the proposed shop at 212 Watchouse 
Road, Galleywood. I believe that the restrictions applied to the previous licence were wholly appropriate, and 
increasing hours of sale for alcohol will potentially cause nuisance and disorder to local residents; this plus 
the possibility of increased deliveries will increase traffic on the main road and cause disruption in the locality, 
as well as impacting on public safety in the area. I feel that in any case this business is totally inappropriate for 
this location, and relaxing the conditions of the previous licence will negatively impact the peaceful nature of 
the area. The area is adequately served in any case. Please give these objections due consideration. 

(8) 
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Dear Sirs 

I wish to lodge a formal objection to the application for the shop at 212 Watchouse Road to sell alcohol.  This is 
entirely unsuitable for this residential location and would directly undermine the Licensing Act 2003 
objectives. The village is quiet, predominantly occupied by families and elderly residents, and is already 
adequately served by existing licensed retailers such as Morrisons, Co op and Tesco. A new off licence with 
extended hours offers no community benefit and presents significant risks to the community. 

A late night alcohol outlet in this location is likely to attract individuals from outside the village, increasing the 
likelihood of anti social behaviour, disorder and criminal activity, especially as there is a rehab centre close by 
in Stock. This is particularly concerning given that the village has no police presence, limited natural 
surveillance and very little street lighting. Introducing a premises selling alcohol late into the evening would 
create conditions that actively undermine the prevention of crime and disorder. 

Public safety would also be compromised. Children live immediately adjacent to the property, and many more 
walk past daily on their way to both primary and secondary schools. Greater access to alcohol and increased 
visibility of intoxicated behaviour pose clear safeguarding concerns, heighten the risk of underage drinking and 
normalise alcohol consumption in front of young people. This is incompatible with the licensing authority’s 
duty to protect children from harm. 

The proposal would also lead to significant public nuisance. Increased vehicle movements, late night 
customers and additional footfall will inevitably generate noise and disturbance at times when residents 
expect quiet. My children’s bedrooms overlook the property, meaning their sleep and wellbeing would be 
directly affected. Light pollution from the premises would be intrusive in an area with minimal street lighting. 
There is also a real risk that the village green opposite will become a gathering point for drinking, littering, 
arguments, urination and general nuisance behaviour, which would harm the character and amenity of the 
village. 

Although not a formal licensing objective, road safety is a material concern. Watchouse Road has already seen 
several accidents, particularly around the sharp bend from Pipers Tye, and increased traffic, parking and 
congestion will heighten the risk of further incidents on a route used daily by schoolchildren. The cumulative 
impact of these risks makes the location fundamentally inappropriate for a premises selling alcohol. 

For all these reasons, the proposed off licence would undermine every licensing objective and would have a 
detrimental impact on public safety, residential amenity and the wellbeing of children. I strongly urge the 
licensing committee to refuse this application. 

Yours sincerely 

(9) 

Good evening, 

I’m writing to raise a formal objection to the licensing application for the new shop at 212 Watchouse Road 
CM2 8NF. 

My objections are: 

Under licensing objective “the prevention of crime and disorder”  

1 – The proposed alcohol license time is not the same as their opening times, the licence is for an hour longer 
than their opening times. This may encourage the selling of alcohol after opening hours. 
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2 – A similar shop premises on Barnard Road has regular police call outs due to antisocial behaviour from the 
residents/shop customers. I do not want to see this replicated in this area of the village.   

Under licensing objective “prevention of public nuisance”   

1 – The license application times periods are too long. This is a residential area with multiple similar shop 
types, all within 5 minutes. As far as I am aware,  none have the ability to sell alcohol as early as this. If these 
well established shops are not  selling alcohol this early or late,  why should we allow a small independent 
shop to do this. I feel it is unlikely that a ‘regular person’ is going to need to buy alcohol at 7am. It is only going 
to encourage alcohol misuse selling alcohol at unsociable times.   

2 – The shop has �xtremely limited parking. Due to this, potential customers are more than likely going to park 
in front of other houses causing the blocking in of local residents, blocking the view of traffic, and waiting 
outside of peoples property. Previous concerns have been made about litter around local residents property 
and Galleywood Green area.  

3 – This type of shop usually attracts loitering outside. This will be disruptive to the neighbours and residents, 
especially if they are under the influence, smoking, being loud in the evenings during the week. The previous 
occupier was closed by the afternoon, avoiding any potential issues with loitering and parking during busy 
times. 

4 – There is a clear lack of consideration for the local residents with such long hours. The long opening and 
licensing hours is going to turn a nice, tidy and quiet are into a busy, loud and messy area for no good reason. 
There will also be an impact on the local community, children and emergency services in a negative way.   

Under the licensing objective “public safety”   

1 – The selling of alcohol in this location is not required or wanted by the majority of resident. Woth the 
extended licensing hours of this premises, it will encourage people to come here to buy alcohol this early. Due 
to the late licensing hours, it may also encourage people drinking at home to drive to the shop and purchase 
alcohol to continue drinking at home.  

Under licensing objective “the protection of children from harm” 

1 – When the previous application was granted, the licensing committee decided to agree the license from 
8am  in order to discourage antisocial behaviour. While this is better than 7am, 8am is peak time for children 
from Baddow High School to be passing by. I would suggest that alcohol sales is either kept in line with other 
local licensed shops or is from later in the day to discourage antisocial behaviour, particularly that could affect 
children in local schools. 

2 – The level of additional vehicles is a potential parking and safety issue. It is already a hazard with the school 
children  walking on a narrow pathway, riding bikes and scooters and crossing the road. More cars and 
inconsiderate parking, waiting on the roadside are only going to make this situation more dangerous.  

I hope that my objections are fully considered. I hope that the local community’s safety and needs are at the 
heart of any decision making rather than just allowing another shop in the area. 

Many thanks 

(10) 

 



                                          REPRESENTATIONS               Appendix D 
To whom it may concern, 

I am writing to formally object to the planning application for a proposed off-licence in Galleywood. 

Galleywood already has a well-established Co-op store which sells alcohol and is open until 10pm each night. 
As well as a Morrisons Local, also selling Alcohol. These existing facilities adequately meet the needs of local 
residents who wish to purchase alcohol, and there is no evident demand or necessity for an additional off-
licence in our village. 

The introduction of a new off-licence risks encouraging increased and unwanted footfall, particularly during 
the evening hours. This could potentially lead to an increase in nuisance behaviour such as public drinking, 
noise, and anti-social activity-issues that are not currently prevalent in our peaceful village. 

Galleywood is a close-knit, family-oriented community with a character we are proud of and keen to protect. 
Introducing another alcohol retailer could change the nature of the village and undermine the sense of safety 
and community spirit we currently enjoy. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the planning committee to reject this application in order to preserve the 
quality of life and character of Galleywood. 

Kind regards, 

(11) 

Morning, I am writing to you as a concerned resident of Galleywood that lives next door to the shop  ,where 
there has been a application for a off licence.  

Both families either side have young children with bedrooms overlooking the fore court and the opening hrs of 
this degree will no doubt disrupt their sleep and quality of life. There has been a retail shop for a number of  
years with the opening hrs of 9am -5pm mon to sat and sun 10am -1pm, so by giving this licence the new shop 
will want to stay open later ,thus causing issues to surrounding residents. 

I am extremely concerned about the alcohol license application due to us and a number of direct neighbours 
with young children , teenagers, elderly being exposed to the sales of alcohol.  There are enough shops in the 
local area that are walkable to obtain alcohol and any other items that people need on a daily basis and this 
licence being granted will have a massive effect on the other shops takings that sell the same items .  

 I feel that this would cause Anti -social behaviour as like in the cases of the Clacton local( 139 old rd.) and the 
drinks seller, Harold hill  and believe the late selling of alcohol would cause a  problem of drinking in public 
around Pipers Tye green which is a focal point of the parish with grade listed properties, horse padocks and 
having a building that could sell alcohol for 17 hours a day every day of the week will encourage anti social 
behaviour. Please bear in mind that Pipers Tye/ Watchhouse rd and surrounding areas are a high residential 
area with lots of children that live around a very quiet picturesque green. 

The Parking and arrival / departure of this premises is another major concern as this particular part of 
Watchouse rd / Piper Tye green already is prone to car accidents even though they don’t get recorded to the 
police and with the number of schools nearby the children that walk past there and cross there daily it would 
be a hazard for them and concern for public safety.  

There is already issues in the area where police are called out regularly to drunk and disorderly behaviour 
around the other shops parades in the area that sell alcohol ,from just doing a google search a number of 
shops in Essex have had their alcohol licence revoked due to selling to underage children ( i.e the shops 
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mentioned above ) and as this shop is on a busy school route and surrounded by families with young children 
and elderly therefore this is unacceptable for a shop selling alcohol in this location. 

Evidence of some shops losing their alcohol licence due to selling to underage people getting served and 
street drinking recently are old rd, Clacton off licence 24/7  ,  the drinks seller in Harold hill plus others revoked 
and I am sure that these shops told the council that they would implement a challenge 25 system and carry 
out logs but this therefore proves that a shop operator saying they will operate challenge 25 does not provide 
enough evidence even if they already own a shop ,that this shop operator will not sell to youths as it is on a 
busy school route and so many young residents in the area !  

A online search brought up Several areas in Essex have experienced significant anti-social behaviour (ASB) due 
to retail shops selling alcohol ,which lead’s to increased policing, dispersal orders, and in some cases, 
restrictions on store operations.  

Some Locations (2025-2026): 

-Southend-on-Sea: Multiple dispersal orders have been authorised in 2026, including areas around the High 
Street, to combat anti-social behaviour. 

-Harlow: Town centre policing patrols were increased in February 2026 due street drinking, and shoplifting 
near East Gate, with a 2% rise in ASB reported which would be a problem in Galleywood as we don’t have any 
local patrols in the area.  

-Thurrock: A dispersal order was implemented around the Lakeside shopping area in December 2025 to curb 
anti-social behaviour. 

-Brentwood: A 17-year-old was issued an injunction in July 2025 banning them from areas including Grays High 
Street and Grays Shopping Centre following persistent antisocial behaviour. 

-Braintree: A man was banned from the town centre in July 2025 following a court order addressing persistent 
ASB 

With the local re hab centre that is now on stock rd, we are already seeing the individuals going through re hab 
up at the local shops where they get prescription from the pharmacy for their meds and use the local 
morrisons, co op and then hang around the shops on �pprox.�se rd and its been reported a number of times 
that the local toilets to the shops get closed due to vandalism, so when they get moved on and find this off 
licence they most likely end up drinking on the green ,where I fear for the local children’s safety will be at risk of 
being around this type of shop and people it will draw to it selling alcohol from 7am -11pm mon to Sat and 8am 
-9pm on Sun. 

We feel that this type of shop would increase the litter in the area also , where it could get blown into the 
paddocks across the rd where the horse’s  could pick it up, plus any broken bottles and cans would be an issue 
not only for the horse’s that walk on the rd but also for wild life that roam in the area.  

With a late night opening shop, it will come with bright lighting and in a green belt conservation area this will 
affect the local bat roost’s habitat, as we often watch them flying around gardens like the other neighbours 
around the site please see evidence of one of the roost’s from a neighbours social media post fig 1 
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                             Fig 1            

the inadvertent effects of the licence being given ,will mean the shop staying open later thus more light 
pollution effecting the bats habitat. 

 We therefore, ask the committee to not give the application of the selling hrs of alcohol requested and 
hopefully the shop will not stay open late as alcohol is the main sell for a off licence, as the previous shop was 
9am – 5pm 6 days a week and Sunday 10am- 1pm ,which is more reasonable in this location with young 
families and elderly surrounding it. 

I also feel that the council procedure for this application has not been followed as the blue notice on the door 
had been removed for a number days and placed by the skip as shown in photo below in Fig 2 ,so essentially 
there was no notice on the building site and it is amongst the rubbish with the skip , plus due to it being a 
building site for most of the notice period there has been no public walking up to the shop front being able to 
see notice as it’s a building site. 

 Along with the site size and distance of building from the public path no member of the public can view a A4 
notice on the building site OSB board as the path is �pprox.. 50ft away from a building site front please see 
google maps/ photo image from path Fig 3. Even once the shutters have been installed there can be no notice 
seen please see fig 4 

                     

                     Fig 2                                                   Fig 3 
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                                       Fig 4      Fig 5 

If the committee unfortunately see’s fit to grant this application against all the objections from residents again, 
I urge them to place restrictions on this location where the applicant was only allowed one delivery a week to 
reduce disruption to nearby residents no early morning deliveries , plus please reduce the hrs for selling 
alcohol a lot to prevent anti-social behaviour as no one unless you have a drink problem needs to buy alcohol 
early in the morning, no deliveries to stop on the main rd for kerb side drop offs as its location is on a busy 
junction, bus route plus artic lorries use the junction to go to the local farms and large agricultural vehicles 
pass this location. Therefore, any traffic blocking the rd for deliveries will massively disrupt local traffic and the 
council should consider double yellow lines around the location on Watchhouse rd and Pipers tye to prevent  

shoppers blocking the rd causing hazards at the junction as shown and obstructing neighbours drive ways in 
Fig 5. 

Many thanks  

(12) 

Dear Simon Parnham, 

 I am writing to formally object to the application of an Off Licence at 212 Watchouse Road CM2 8NF. 

 My property is located next to these proposed premises and I have significant concerns regarding the 
potential impact this application will have on my quality of life and the surrounding neighbours/community. 

 Specifically, I object on the following grounds – 

 Public Nuisance 

 I am concerned that the increased foot traffic and activity will lead to a rise in noise, litter and general 
nuisance particularly in the evenings in our quiet and peaceful road. There will be an influx of vehicles pulling 
up late into the evenings with car doors slamming, engines running and muffled car radio, and with the 
quietness of the road this noise will be amplified. I have two bedrooms to the front of my property, one of 
which being my young daughter’s room, I fear this will disturb her sleep on a regular basis. There were 
previously vehicles pulling up throughout the day at the previous motor shop which didn’t concern me as it 
was within reasonable hours. 

 Public Safety 
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 The location of these premises is near a junction which has already seen a number of accidents. Additionally, 
there will be even more vehicles crossing the pavement to enter the shop front, thus putting passing 
pedestrians including school children at risk. I have already experienced vehicles pulling up across my 
driveway causing my family inconvenience when trying to enter or exit our own property. I also believe the 
extended hours will see an increase in drink driving in the area, as the village is not served very well by the 
Police, therefore people will take a chance to drive to this shop as it is out the way to purchase even more 
alcohol. 

Crime and Disorder 

 The presence of an Off Licence is likely to increase crime and disorder in the area. Increased alcohol 
consumption can contribute to incidents of vandalism, theft and public intoxication, creating a less safe 
environment for residents especially those that are vulnerable. There is a village green opposite these 
premises, I fear this may be an area where young people may congregate with alcohol especially on summer 
evenings, causing anti social behaviour, disturbances and an increase in litter. 

The Protection of Children of harm 

The potential for increased alcohol availability near a residential area can negatively impact the safety and well 
being of children. These premises are on a route taken by many high school students on their way to and from 
school. 

 Children are easy influenced and more vulnerable to the dangers of alcohol and this increased availability 
could contribute to underage drinking and associated harmful behaviours. 

 A few other points to I’d like to add – 

 Do the licensing committee actually attend the site in question prior to making a decision ? Because looking 
at a map or aerial view does not put into context at all of where this shop sits in relation to one of the most 
greenest and quietest corners of the village. 

 I have zero confidence that the proprietors will abide to or enforce the licensing hours or challenge 25 
scheme, due to them breaching the building regulations. On two occasions this week, I have had to talk to 
them about noisy construction work outside the allowed hours as set by Chelmsford Council. 

On Thursday 30th May they were still using a mitre saw outside at around 7pm after the 6pm restriction and on 
Saturday 2nd May at 5.15pm they were using a mitre saw outside and a kango inside after the 1pm restriction. 
All this was audible in my house and garden. This shows me that the applicants have no respect or empathy for 
the neighbours and are totally untrustworthy to abide by any licensing hours and rules set. 

 Video evidence attached. 

 The blue application public notice has not been displayed at all times and in my opinion obstructed. 

 The shutters to the shop are down in the evenings, Sundays and over the bank holiday, therefore the notice 
is/has not been visible at all times and therefore not displayed for the full 28 days as required. The notice has 
been displayed so far back from the road, nobody passing can see it from the road. On occasions the notice 
has been displayed in the window behind a skip and a pile of rubble, which is unsafe for people to gain access 
to, to view. 

 * Photos attached. 
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There are already two premises in the village where alcohol can be purchased, with a local Tesco’s up the road 
too, there isn’t a need for a further one. The long opening hours are completely unacceptable and show no 
consideration to neighbouring properties. Furthermore I believe the nearby Coop in Barnard Road has now 
been granted a later licence, so there is now already an option available for people who require it. 

 The presence of an Off Licence bang in the middle of a pretty village green will ruin the character, charm and 
peacefulness of the area. 

 I therefore respectfully request that the Licensing Committee refuse this application. 

 Could I please have an acknowledgment of receipt of my representation.  

 Kind regards, 

(13) 

Dear Mr Parnham 

I am writing to raise objections to the Licensing application for 212 Watchhouse Road. 

My objections are: 

Late opening hours for the sale of alcohol pose a public nuisance due to noise and antisocial behaviour. These 
premises are in a quiet residential area on a village green and many of the residents have young families or are 
elderly. The noise of cars parking and late-night activity around the shop up to 11pm poses a nuisance to all 
the residents. 

Public safety: The premises is situated on a junction with a sharp turn. There have already been several 
accidents around the village green due to the narrow roads and blind junctions. 

The protection of child harm: By opening a shop which sells alcohol, vapes and cigarettes this poses harm to 
local children who will may purchase such items. This location is close to several schools. 

Kind regards 

(14) 

To whom it concerns  

I would like to object to the current application for 212 Watchouse Road, Galleywood, Chelmsford, CM2 8NF 
for the sale of alcohol for extended hours and late into the night.  

The sale of alcohol for extended hours is unnecessary as Galleywood is already well served by the co-op and 
Morrisons, and also the Tesco express nearby.  

Approving this application is likely to encourage antisocial behaviour and crime in the area, and local residents 
next to and near the shop are likely to be the ones to suffer. The risk is much greater at night when  people 
visiting the shop are likely to have already consumed alcohol. This poses an increases threat to local 
residents, many of whom have children. Also as stated above, it is unnecessary given the number of shops 
already selling alcohol in the local area.  

Approving this application is also likely to increase  noise for local residents late into the night when residents 
are trying to relax and go to sleep, again this is a particular concern for residents with children, of which I am 
one.  
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Please consider the impact on neighbours and local residents and the peaceful village of Galleywood when 
considering this application.  

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 

(15) 

To the licencing authority,  

I am writing to object to the application for a late night alcohol licence for 212 Watchouse Road, Galleywood, 
Chelmsford. 

The sale of alcohol for extended hours is unnecessary as Galleywood is already well served by the Co-op and 
Morrisons, and also the Tesco express nearby.  

Approving this application will encourage antisocial behaviour and crime in the area, and local residents next 
to and near the shop are likely to be the ones to suffer. The risk is much greater at night when people visiting 
the shop are likely to have already consumed alcohol. This poses an increased threat to local residents, many 
of whom have children. As stated above, it is unnecessary given the number of shops already selling alcohol in 
the local area.  

Approving this application will increase noise and nuisance affecting local residents late into the night when 
we are trying to relax and sleep; and significantly increases the risk of harm to children as well as leading to an 
overall reduction in public safety. 

Please consider the impact on neighbours and local residents and the peaceful village of Galleywood when 
assessing this application.  

Thank you. 

Yours sincerely 

(16) 

 

END 
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