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BOREHAM VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT

Guidelines for movement within, to and from Boreham

In future road planning consideration should be given to linking future
and existing industrial /commercial sites to the larger road network
thus avoiding the need for their traffic to travel through the village and
on the country lanes.

Chelmsford Borough Council should actively enforce all planning
conditions relating to traffic movements and times of operation.
Chelmsford Borough Council’s guideline “A Parking Space at your
Home” gives advice on how to make provision for on-plot parking
without causing an unsightly street scene.

Parking bays could be provided in areas where parking causes congestion

(in Church Road beside the green between Tyssen Mead and Lewin
Close and in Juniper Road near the doctor’s surgery) subject to funding.
A sign should be placed at the butchers in Plantation Road informing
customers of the available parking to reduce the need for people to
park immediately outside the shop.

Full consideration should continue to be given in all new developments
for the provision of adequate parking. Essex Parking Standards should
be adhered to.

Any new parking should be landscaped with hedges and trees to
improve the street scene.

The cut-through between St Andrew’s Road and the Village Hall could
be surfaced in an appropriate material to improve its appearance.
Provide a dedicated cycle way between the village and Boreham House
on the south side of the road.

In any new road development in the parish any existing public footpaths
should be accommodated eg. by the provision of bridges and/or
underpasses.

A display panel should be commissioned, possibly made of mosaics,

matching the school dragon and the Village Hall murals, showing Boreham
Parish, its roads, public footpaths, the location of its main buildings, play
and sports fields and the river. A high level position on the flank wall of the

Butterfield Road shops facing Church Road could be a suitable location.

The appropriate authorities are encouraged to plant roadside hedges and

trees to enhance all entrances to the village.

Essex County Council’s road material depot is an eyesore immediately
before one of the main entrances to the village. If it is to remain ECC are
encouraged to landscape it including the planting of hedges and
substantial native trees to soften its visual impact.

Provide safe pedestrian routes to field edges alongside Waltham Road
between the Industrial Area to at least the allotments and along Church
Road from the village to Black Bridge.
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View across The Brook to the church.

5.2

HIGHWAYS

Highways and the Street Scene
Highways

Main Road is the widest road in the village since before 1971 it was the
A12 trunk road. It is subject to a 40 mph speed limit through the village
settlement. It connects the village with the Boreham interchange

and the A12 towards London and with roads to Chelmsford. In the
opposite direction it connects to Hatfield Peverel and to the A12
towards Colchester.

There is a strong feeling within the village that some existing speed
limits should be reduced. Areas that would particularly benefit would
be Main Road, Waltham Road, Church Road from the village to the
River Chelmer and Juniper Road near the school. Villagers are not in
favour of traffic calming measures as these would be intrusive.

Church Road and Plantation Road are the other major traffic routes
within the village settlement. Not only do these roads cater for some
through traffic but they are also the main arteries for access to the
majority of the residential areas. Church Road alongside the Church
is very narrow and traffic is restricted to a single lane to protect the
dwellings at this point.

To the north Waltham Road connects the village towards Braintree and
Bishops Stortford. To the south Church Road connects it towards Little
Baddow. These two roads are relatively narrow country lanes but they
carry significant traffic which has increased in recent times due to the
congestion on the roads feeding the Boreham Interchange and drivers
seeking alternative routes. Outside the village settlement they are not
subject to reduced speed limits and fast traffic is a serious hazard to
those living and walking along these roads. There have been several
serious accidents, including at least one fatality on Waltham Road,
which were largely as a result of excessive speed.

Roads and paths are mostly surfaced in tarmacadam but some roads
in the centre of the village are concrete. Kerbs and edgings are mostly
in pre-cast concrete but Main Road still has a significant amount of
original granite kerbstones mainly on the north side but also on part of
the south side. A bus stop in Church Road and one in Main Road has a
raised kerb. Apart from Main Road most roads have curves or bends.

Traffic noise from the A12 is very intrusive and is particularly bad for
those residents living alongside it.

Main Road

The road narrows opposite the church.
The road signs are intrusive but necessary
in this important part of the village.
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Street Furniture

Street furniture includes lighting columns, standard road signs,
telephone poles, litter bins, seating and bus passenger shelters
and varies considerably in type and quality throughout the village.
Bins have been provided for the disposal of dog waste.

Telephone poles provide lines to older houses but in newer

developments wires are underground. Lighting columns are Bus passenger shelter in Main Road.

mainly in steel. There is a mobile phone mast in the Waltham
Road industrial area. Many of the greens have wooden or
plastic bench seating.

There are bus passenger shelters in Main Road and one in Church
Road but vandalism has prevented their existence elsewhere.
Wooden bus passenger shelters are more attractive than metal
and polycarbonate versions.

Guidelines for Highways and The Street Scene

Mature trees along footpaths should be retained and supplemented
with more planting of native species of trees.

Where repairs or alterations are carried out in roads with granite
kerbs, as in Main Road, the original granite kerbstones should be used
in preference to pre-cast concrete kerbs.

When roads are repaired or added they should be surfaced in a
material that reduces the levels of traffic noise and improves the visual
impact on the environment.

In any new development roads should include curves to avoid the
monotony of straight lines.

Any new development should respect villagers’ concerns regarding
speed of traffic but should not include urban traffic calming measures.
Wooden bus passenger shelters are considered more attractive and
suitable in a village environment but at present they are less durable
and more labour intensive to maintain. However, should better
alternative materials become available in the future the position
should be reviewed when existing shelters need replacing.

As the opportunities arise redundant and unsightly street furniture
and unnecessary signage should be removed completely or replaced
with furniture and lighting which is in keeping with the village
character and is robust and uniform in design throughout the village.

General Guidelines
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The general guidelines given here for building design and natural
environment are based on the community view and apply to the parish
as a whole not just Boreham Village. Additional guidelines specific to
particular areas have been given previously in the relevant sections.

Building Features

The following guidelines are given to cover common building
design features:

All alterations to existing properties and all new developments should
comply with the Essex Design Guide and Chelmsford Borough Council
guidance documents published on the Council’s website.

Choice of materials and their colour should respect the local context.
Rooflines and the scale of new buildings should respect the height and
context of adjacent properties and enhance the street scene.
Proposals for infill development should respect the character of
existing buildings, features and the existing grain of the area whilst
preserving “green areas”.

New development and extensions to existing buildings should be in
keeping with neighbouring properties. Particular care should be
exercised where adjoining properties are listed buildings or have
heritage significance, so as to preserve the existing continuity of
building pattern.

Satellite dish installations should be unobtrusive avoiding front
elevations wherever possible whilst ensuring the minimum impact on
the street scene as well as on the building itself.

The design and scale of side and/or front extensions should be
subservient to the host building and be so designed as to avoid a
terracing effect, but may provide variety by incorporating innovative
and contemporary designs.

Future developments should be laid out with a sense of space and
openness which will provide easy access for pedestrians to the open
areas beyond.

Any development should incorporate the principles of “secure by
design” in order to reduce the possibility of crime and anti-social
behaviour. Any new development and extensions to existing buildings
should allow for natural surveillance of adjacent open spaces.

Any significant development in the Parish should be preceded by
appropriate archaeological mitigation measures.

Any extension should complement the
original building.

Sympathetic dormer windows.

An example of dormer windows.

GENERAL GUIDELINES

View to the south from top of church tower.

6.2 Landscape and the Environment

The following guidelines are given to cover general landscape and
environmental features:

Existing hedges, trees, fences and walls are a significant part of the
street scene and the community strongly encourages their retention
and sympathetic enhancement. They should be re-instated if it
becomes necessary to remove them in the course of development.
Hedging abutting the country lanes should remain or be re-instated
together with soft verges avoiding any new kerbing, to retain the rural
scene and encourage wildlife.

Leylandii hedging should be discouraged but where it has been used
the height should be restricted within legally defined limits and side
growth contained within property boundaries.

Existing green spaces should be maintained or improved for visual
amenity and breathing spaces and, where appropriate, as informal
recreational areas.

Any development should respect existing long views as shown on the
Parish of Boreham map on page 8.
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Some development in Boreham is inevitable. There must always be a
proper balance between housing for local need and protection of the
rural environment.

The following guidelines are given for any future development:

Infill development particularly by replacement of existing dwellings
should respect the existing form and character to maintain the unique
aspect of the street scene.

New development should incorporate green open space.

New development should include well lit walk through footpaths

to adjacent developments.

New developments should include appropriate provision for elderly
people and first time buyers.

Appendices
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Appendix 1 — Matters outside the scope of the VDS

The following requirements were identified during the
consultation process.

The Parish Council employs a Village Attendant whose duties include
ensuring that the village is kept clear of litter. This is regarded as a
valuable service to the community. There continues to be a problem
outside the village e.g. in Waltham Road, Generals Lane and

Church Road.

Maintenance of footpaths, roads, fences, hedges and the Village Hall.
Maintenance of open spaces e.g. grass cutting.

Provision of a Country Park to replace exhausted gravel pits as set
out in the original planning permission.

Any new development — the overwhelming majority of residents

do not want any development outside the Defined Settlement Boundary.
The Local Development Framework deals with new development
Policing — The Parish Council match-funds a Police Community
Support Officer whose beat covers the Boreham Ward only.

Property maintenance.

Security and crime prevention.

Provision of yellow restricted parking lines.

Modification of speed limits.

Guidelines for Matters outside the scope of the VDS

The Parish Council should lobby for a clear up from time to time of
rubbish in areas outside the village settlement.

Property owners etc. are encouraged to maintain their properties to
an appropriate standard e.g. keeping gardens tidy, removing
unsightly clutter, mending broken fences and managing tree and
hedge height and spread. This would stimulate a general pride in the
village surroundings.

Provision of CCTV cameras e.g. outside the shops in Butterfield Road.
Reduction of speed limits as follows:

20 mph in Juniper Road near the school

30 mph on Main Road throughout the village

40 mph along Church Road to Black Bridge and along Waltham Road
to the Parish Boundary.

Change the name of Main Road to Roman Road.

The authorities are encouraged to resolve the issue of the empty
house in Juniper Road.

APPENDICES

Appendix 2 — Other useful information

2.1 Listed Buildings — any ancillary structure within the curtilage of a listed building built before 1st July 1948

is also deemed to be listed.

VDS Section

Listed Building

Location

BOREHAM
ﬂ r—

PLOUBALAY

FEARCT

Speed limit sign on Main Road

2 The Evolution of Boreham

Little Baddow Lock & Stonham’s Lock
Generals and Little Generals

Bulls Lodge Farm and Barn

Mount Maskall

Barn about 85om ENE of New Hall
Wallaces Farmhouse (Nos. 1 and 2)
Birds Farm

Brent Hall

The Ginn House

Little Holts

Great Holts Farmhouse

New Hall

Boreham House

River Chelmer

Main Road (North Side)
Generals Lane
Generals Lane

Off Generals Lane
Wallaces Lane

Birds Farm Lane
Waltham Road
Currently disassembled and in store
Waltham Road
Waltham Road

New Hall Avenue

Main Road (South Side)

3.1 Conservation Area

(Boreham — Roman Rd/ Plantation Rd)

Clock House

Clock House Cottage

Maltings House

No. 2 Maltings Cottages

St. Andrews (No. 1 Maltings Cottages)
The Chestnuts

Main Road (South Side)

3.1 Conservation Area

(Boreham — Church Rd)

Boreham Lodge

The Old Vicarage and Vicarage Cottage
McMillan’s Cottages (Nos. 1 and 2)
Boreham Manor South

Boreham Manor North

Babylon

Ebenezer Cottage and Coppers

The Old Rectory

Church Road (North Side)

Church Road (South Side)
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2.2

APPENDICES

Selection Of Events In Boreham*

Date

Event

Venue

Daily

Garden Cottage Nursery

Brookfield, Church Road

Weekdays in term time

Stepping Stones Pre-school group

Village Hall

Sundays 10.30am & 6.30pm

Church Sunday Services, Anglican

St. Andrew’s Church

Sundays 10.30 am

Church Sunday Services, Methodist

Cleves Court

Tuesdays

Bell Ringing practice

St. Andrew’s Church

Tuesdays in term time

Youth Club

Village Hall

Alternate Tuesdays

Edward Bear Club

St. Andrew’s Church

Wednesdays in term time

Parent & Toddler Group

Village Hall

Thursdays 10.00am to 12.00 noon

Boreham Village Market

Village Hall

Saturdays (approx. every 6 weeks)

Bulk Litter Collection

Village Hall & The Chase

Babylon
2.1 Listed Buildings — Continued
VDS Section Listed Building Location
3.2 Main Road The Limes Cottage Main Road (North Side)

Summer Saturdays & Sundays

Boreham Cricket Club

Recreation Ground

3.3 Church Road North West

No.13 Church Road
No. 15 Church Road

Church Road

Winter Saturdays & Sundays

Boreham Football Club

Recreation Ground

3.3 Church Road East

Shottesbrook
Old Hall

Church Road

Various times (venue alternates)

Twinning visits

Boreham & Ploubalay, France

April/May

Boreham Art Circle Open Art Exhibition

Village Hall

4.1 Community & Leisure

Parish Church of St Andrew

Church Road

April to September

Outdoors Bowls

Waltham Road

4.1 Shopping Facilities

The Wine Barrel

Main Road (North Side)

June — every other year

Boreham in Bloom — open gardens

Some Private gardens & St. Andrew’s Church

4.2 Meeting Places

Six Bells Public House
The Cock Inn

Main Road (North Side)
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July School Summer Fete Boreham Primary School
August Children’s Holiday Club Scout & Guide HQ
October Community Association Quiz Night Village Hall

Please note this is not a complete list. For full and up-to-date details of all events see the Boreham Community Guide and
Boreham Community Association and Parish Council Newsletters. This list was correct at publication date.
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Selection Of Events In Boreham — Continued 2.3 Credits
Date Event Venue The Boreham Village Design Statement was produced by:
November/December Church Christmas Fayre Village Hall Sue Bowman (Editorial Sub-committee)
Eleanor Burgess
December Carol Service — Anglican St. Andrew’s Church Ann Dunne (Secretary)
Diane Fletcher
December Carol Service — Methodist Cleves Court Peter Kimp (Fund Raiser)
Brian Newland (Treasurer & Editorial Sub-committee)
Throughout the year Parish Council Meetings Village Hall Andy Piercy (Vice Chairman & Boreham Parish Council Representative)
Community Association Meetings Alan Swash (Chairman)
Carpet Bowls David Thwaites (Coordinator & Editorial Sub-committee)
Badminton
Local Club Meetings Our special thanks to:

Wedding Receptions & private events

e  Chelmsford Borough Council — Advice and Support of CBC Officers

Throughout the year Weddings St. Andrew’s Church e Rural Community Council for Essex — Technical Support and Guidance
Funerals e Boreham Parish Council — Support and encouragement
Choir Concerts e Boreham Residents — Photographic Survey, Questionnaire and
general feedback, Consultations and Suggestion Box contributions
Throughout the year Rainbows, Brownies, Scouts Scout & Guide HQ e Boreham Conservation Society — Distribution Organisation

e The Children of Boreham Primary School — Their Views and Comments
e SirJeffery Bowman — Examining the Accounts

e  Peter Hayward — Graphic Design

e  Boreham Art Circle, especially Ken Keeble — Illustrations

e Marie Brown — Support and encouragement

e Norman Shepherd — Committee work and additional help

Photographs were taken by:
lan Piercy

Members of the VDS Committee
| Boreham Residents at the Photographic Day Out

5
e
- This VDS was developed and published using donations and grants 75
from: Chelmsford Borough Council; Essex Rural Activity Grant Scheme;
Rural Community Council of Essex; Boreham Parish Council, Essex
Rural Partnership and DEFRA.
B ared _4'-!:.'- |*
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The Recreation Ground
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BOREHAM VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT

Credits — continued
Also, our thanks:

To all others who contributed to the production of this document for
their generous sponsorship, advice and assistance, including those
who delivered copies of this Statement, the Questionnaire and notices
to all households in the village.

Bibliography:
Other sources of reference to be used in conjunction with the VDS are:

Boreham — History, Tales and Memories of an Essex Village
More About Boreham — More History, Tales and Memories

of an Essex Village

Chelmsford Borough Historical Environment Characterisation
Project 2006

LDF Core Strategy and Development Control Policies —

Adopted by Chelmsford Borough Council, February 2008
Making Places and Sustainable Places — Supplementary
Planning Documents, CBC 2007

Landscape Character Assessment — Technical Document to LDF,
Chris Blandford Associates for CBC 2006

Residential Design Guidance; Side Extensions and Roof Extensions —
CBC 2004

Further copies of this document are available from:

Boreham Parish Council
Parish Office

Boreham Village Hall
Main Road

Boreham

Essex CM3 3JD
Telephone: 01245 469941

Chelmsford Borough Council

Planning and Building Control Services
Civic Centre

Duke Street

Chelmsford

Essex CM1 4JE

Telephone: 01245 606826
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